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 Thankfully, it appears we can begin to see a light at the end of the tunnel 
where this Coronavirus pandemic is concerned.  It has been eight weeks now since 
we last worshipped together and I know folks are wondering, “When will we be able 
to get together again for worship and other activities?” 
   
  Let me say up front that our plan for restarting the church has been devel-
oped after receiving guidance from the Bishop and his taskforce as well as consulting 
other area churches.  I’m grateful for additional recommendations from Citizens for 
Community Values, as well.  Of course, we are also looking to our Governor and Presi-
dent for their input.  Some may say we are moving too fast, others may say we’re 
moving too slow.  In both cases we would ask for grace, prayer, and understanding.  
We’ve never been faced with a situation like this before; no one has.  We are trying to 
do our very best and think we’re approaching the situation with an appropriate 
amount of caution.   
 
  Keep in mind that this is still very much a moving target.  If there is a signifi-
cant surge upward in Covid-19 cases or deaths ,we will necessarily need to make ad-
justments.  We can also pray for continued improvements which would hasten our 
return to “normal.”   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

continued on pages 2 and 3 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

• Beginning Monday, May 4th – small groups of 10 or less can meet.  This includes Bible Studies, 
as well as committees.  The Youth Group will be making arrangements to begin meeting on 
Sunday, May 17th.  Most likely the Junior and Senior Highers will be meeting separately for a 
while to limit the size of the groups and maximize social distancing.  Breakthrough Prayer will 
resume on Thursday, May 21st at 7:00 PM.   

 
• On Sunday, May 24th – we will begin to worship together again in the Fellowship Hall.  We 

will be able to spread out more in this room and exercise a far greater degree of social distancing 
(Families may move chairs together.).  For the next four weeks we need to limit the number of those 
gathered for worship to about 50 individuals.  In order to accomplish this we are asking that 
families and individuals whose last names begin with A – K attend the 9:00 AM Service.  Those 
whose last names begin with L – Z are asked to attend the 10:30 AM Service.  To make it fair 
we will flip-flop this arrangement each week until the 21st of June.  If you absolutely cannot attend the 
time you are assigned but can attend the other time, we will accommodate your need.   

 
• On Sunday, June 21st we anticipate being able to return to our normal worship pattern, that 

being Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM and Contemporary Worship at 10:30 AM.  On this day 
we will resume all Sunday School classes as well as the nursery and Children’s Church.   

BEST PRACTICES 
 
 In all meetings and worship settings we ask that everyone practice social distancing.  (No hand shaking or 
hugs etc. and one person in a restroom at a time.)  We also are asking everyone to use a mask or facial covering until 
June 21st.  (Please bring your own.  We will have a limited supply of masks available if you should forget or not have one.  We 
will have plenty of hand sanitizer and wipes available for your use and will thoroughly disinfect after each function.)   
 
  If you are a high risk individual we recommend you wait till June 21st to start attending.  If you have a 
fever or cough please refrain from coming until you are fully recovered.  (We recommend that you join us 
for worship via the internet.  We will continue to post our worship services on YouTube.) 
 
  In an attempt to decrease the chance of viral transmission we will not be printing any bulletins until 
June 21st.  This means no announcement inserts nor prayer request slips.  To keep up on what’s going on and 
who needs prayer, please consult the church website and check your email frequently.  As well, there will be no 
Connect Cards.  We will try and do our best with taking visual counts for attendance.  During this time no hym-
nals will be used, and no offering plates will be passed.  Please use the transparent containers in Fellowship Hall 
for your tithes and offerings.  You may also continue to give online or mail in your gifts to the church office.   
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 We are planning on celebrating Holy Communion on May 3rd as well as June 7th.  As we did on Easter 
we will use the pre-sealed Communion Elements.  (Pick up your Communion Elements for May 3rd outside the entrance 
to Fellowship Hall any time on Friday 5/1 or Saturday 5/2.) 
 
  No coffee will be served on Sunday mornings and there will be no food events, including Ice Cream 
Socials, until further notice.   
 
 
CANCELLATIONS 
 
   *This summer’s Vacation Bible School has been cancelled. (VBS was originally scheduled for the  
            last week of June.) Look for a big event for the children this fall. 
 
 *Both Annual Conference and General Conference have been postponed. As we  
            find out more information about these events we will pass it along to you.   
 
A WORD OF THANKS 
 
 I want to extend a special word of thanks for our Stephen’s Team that has made weekly calls on our 
members and friends during this crisis making sure everyone has been okay and keeping us connected.  They 
are Vicky Spellman, Chris Webb, Deb Carpenter, Barb Kirk-Chapa, Avah Wirz, Matt Maxim, Larry Hopper, 
Jane Graebner and Mike DiChicco, and Colleen Dennis.  They’ve done an awesome job.   
 
SEWERS NEEDED! 
 
 We know we have some super sewers in our congregation and were wondering if we might ask a favor 
of you.  We’d like to know if you could sew some reusable face masks for us to keep on hand.  Patterns can be 
found on the net.  We need at least two dozen.  And we’d like to have them ready by May  24th.  If you can help 
us out please let us know by calling the office or Pastor Paul at 740-369-5956.  Thank you in advance! 
 
KEEP PRAYING! 
 
  It seems more than appropriate that as we begin to take steps to resume life as normal that The Na-
tional Day of Prayer be observed on Thursday, May 7th.  Let me encourage you to spend some time that day 
praying for our nation and the world as we continue to recover.  Spend some time in God’s Word.  Listen for 
His voice.  Sing a song of praise.  You may even want to fast for the day.  Use this time to seek His face and 
ask that God’s Spirit fall upon our land, bringing revival, renewal, and restoration in every way. 
 

Your Servant, Paul 

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL 
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Committee News 

     What Our Church Website Can Do for You  

         bellpointumc.com 

If you’ve visited our website lately, you may have noticed some 

changes. We have a new look, some new pages, and new resources 

available. This is a great place to send your friends, neighbors, coworkers 

– anyone you’d like to invite to learn more about our church. But it’s also 

a great place for you, our members and regular attenders, to access 

information and even engage in worship.  

We have a “Prayer Wall” tab where you can share prayer requests 

and find ways that you can pray for others. We also have a tab called 

“Give” where you can donate to our church electronically using a credit 

or debit card. This is especially helpful now in light of our current 

inability to gather together.  

We also have recordings of Pastor’s Paul’s sermons under the 

“Resources” tab for you to listen to. We have added videos of recorded 

services there as well so we can worship together even when we are 

unable to gather in the same place. You will also find the “Peal” 

Newsletter and Pastor Paul’s new weekly Blog.  Finally, we have a 

Calendar of Events under the “Get Connected” tab where you can learn 

about all the current happenings in our church, as well as pages for our 

Sisters in Faith and Youth ministries, with more ministry pages to be 

added soon.  

If you need help navigating the site or figuring out how to donate 

online, please call the church office at (740) 369-5956 and we will be 

happy to walk you through it. Keep checking back for more additions to 

our site – helpful resources for you and fun things to share with your 

friends. And if you have an Android device, we now have an app 

available for download in the app store. The app for Apple devices is 

coming soon!  

          
         
       

         
         
         
                    
     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“HE WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE 

YOU.  DO NOT BE AFAID; DO NOT BE DIS-

COURAGED.” 

DEUTERONOMY 31:8 

 

 

“SO DO NOT FEAR, FOR I AM WITH YOU;  

DO NOT BE  DISMAYED, FOR I AM YOUR GOD. 

I WILL STRENGTHEN YOU AND HELP YOU; 

I WILL UPHOLD YOU WITH MY RIGHTEOUS 

HAND.” 

ISAIAH 41:10 

 

 

“WHEN ANXIETY WAS GREAT WITHIN ME, 

YOUR CONSOLATION BROUGHT JOY TO MY 

SOUL.” 

PSALM 94:19 

 

 

“REJOICE IN HOPE, BE PATIENT IN TRIBULA-

TION, BE CONSTANT IN PRAYER.” 

ROMANS 12:12 
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Finance Committee 

To Whom Much is Given, Much Will Be Required. (Luke 12:48)  

Hello Church Family,  

I want to take a few minutes to give you an update on the financial health of 

Bellpoint Community Church. The finance committee met on April 15th to 

review the first quarter financial reports. Given the uncertain times we are 

experiencing, the committee wants to make sure the congregation is kept up to 

date.   

We are grateful that giving has not stopped and people are giving graciously by 

check, electronically, and in person during church office hours. Our first quarter 

this year does show slightly less offerings than last year's first quarter, which can 

be expected considering we have not had a traditional in-person service for 

several weeks. Our records show we have collected $3,858 less this year 

compared to 2019. This is not a terrible decrease given our current cultural 

circumstances. However, it could be serious for the health of our church if the 

deficit continues to increase.   

The finance committee reviewed our expenses and have looked at areas to save 

money. We have changed our trash pick-up schedule to on call vs. automatic. We 

are also watching the utility bills, and since the Church is not being used, we 

hope to realize savings there.  

We have also applied for the Payroll Protection Program money, which if 

approved, will help to subsidize our payroll of staff until times return to normal. 

We will continue to monitor the financial health of the church and look for ways 

to minimize expenses.    

We also want to encourage each of you to continue to financially support the 

church as you can. And please let the church know if you are experiencing 

financial issues as a result of the pandemic. We have received a donation 

specifically for those experiencing financial hardship as a result of the 

pandemic.     

In His service, 

Daren Lehman 

(this e-mail was sent to the congregation on April 16, 2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee News 

Sister’s In Faith  

 

Spring Rummage Sale: 

Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, the Spring Rum-
mage Sale has been cancelled.  
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Good Morning Church Family, 

 

You can now support Bellpoint when you shop at Kroger with your 

rewards card.  To enroll, simply visit  http://www.kroger.com. 

 

Once logged into your Kroger account, you can search for BELLPOINT 

COMMUNITY CHURCH either by name or by our organization 

number which is QQ687 and then click Enroll.  New users will need to 

create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email 

address and a Kroger rewards card.  If you need any help with this 

process, feel free to contact the church office at 

office@bellpointumc.com or 740-369-5956.  

 

Have a great day! 

Brooke 

(this email was sent to the congregation on 4/21/2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee News 

May Birthdays 

May 1 Erin McCullough 

                  Kim Prior 

May 5 Jaxson Damron 

 Eve Damron 

 Evan Richardson 

May 9 Nathan Sayer 

 Jacob Gullett 

May 10 Lincoln Kraick 

May 12      Phyllis Williams 

May 13      Susan Ritchie 

       Waylon Rayburn  

May 14      Winnie Orahood 

May 15      Tim Vangundy  

May 17      Jennifer Westover 

                  David Millar 

                  Margo Emlich 

       Caleb Finley  

May 18      Liz Damron 

                  Norm Spellman 

May 21      Tim Stevens 

                  Lori McCullough 

May 22      Charlie Harger   

May 24      Mary Jane Himes           

May 25      John Regula 

May 29      Ron Kuhn 

May 30      Lewis Stegner 

May 31      Carol Davis 

                  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
May 12 

Ian & Melissa West 

May 18 

Norm & Vicky Spellman 

May 25 

Tim & Michelle Shelly 

May 26 

Marty & Christine Webb 

May 27 

Pete & Sherri Finley 
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Children & Youth  

Children’s Council    

We are in need of volunteers to lead Sunday School and Children's church.   
Please see Susan Ritchie to sign up today!    

 

Upcoming Events!  

Unfortunately, all upcoming spring/summer events, including VBS, have 
been cancelled.  Please be looking for future announcements as the 
COVID-19 directives evolve throughout the remainder of the year.                     
(see page 3, Cancellations)   

 

 Children’s Church and Sunday School will resume on June 21, 2020 
(subject to change). 

      (see page 2, Important Dates)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

  

Nursery  

Please check the monthly 

schedule posted on the nursery 

door for volunteer opportunities!   

Thank you to all that watch for 

visitors and other chances to 

serve our littlest ones! 

 

BOOM! 
Build, Own, Operate,  

Maintain your Faith in Christ 

 

6-12th grades 

Sundays, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

May 17, 24, 31: To be determined 

(see page 2, Important Dates) 

                                                                                         

 

   May 10, 2020 
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Community News 

Remember in your prayers...   

Praise: 

Dan Morgan - recovering from coronavirus (Wirz) 

New Prayer Requests:  

Brody Counts – broken wrist 
  
Tommy Vara – broke 6 vertebrae in his back in an accident, had to be 
intubated because of swelling caused by the lengthy surgery, his family 
cannot be with him (Kidd) 
  
Terry Bruce – newly diagnosed with cancer in his spine, kidney, pelvis, 
and lungs 
  
Ongoing prayer requests: 

Laverne Dinobile – in hospice, pray for comfort and peace (Lehman), 
Michelle Shelly – experiencing back pain/issues, pray for healing 
(Coughlin), Meghan Coughlin-VanHorne – pray their house sells, Friend of 
Chris Webb – has to separate from her family to care for her due to 
coronavirus, Steve Kelleher – praise: cancerous tumor is shrinking, pray it 
continues, Ray Green – pray for successful lymphoma treatments (Davis), 
Marge Green – brain tumor, pray for healing (Davis), Walker Hobbs - pray 
tumor continues to shrink, Carol Wood – healing after spinal surgery 
(Sayer), Noah Mabry – healing for melanoma (Graebner), Terry Bacus – 
diagnosed with cancer, pray for healing (Lehman), Tom Lehman – 
continued healing from jaw surgery, John & Gwen McCullough – healing 
and a smooth transition to assisted living, Gilbert Cox – healing (Wirz), 
Sharon Reeder – healing (Shelly), Vicky Spellman – healing, Deborah 
Robinson – healing and restoration of eyesight (Williams), Lowell Walker – 
terminal cancer; pray for peaceful passing and comfort for his family 
(Webb), Matt Kraick’s Coworker – two sons with autism and wife with 
Guillain-Barre Syndrome, one son has been hospitalized, Dorian Bauerle – 
cancer (West), Russ Ulmer – healing & minimal side effects from chemo, 
Debbie Schooley – breast cancer (Counts), and Lois Thompson – non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma (Daugherty) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our own Mr. Jim Swearengin has 
announced his retirement from 
teaching adult Sunday School. 
 
Jim has been teaching Sunday 
School for over 50 years.  He 
taught for 20 years at Bethel UMC 
in Hilliard. And for the last 30 
years he has been teaching the 
Traditional Adult Sunday School 
class at Bellpoint UMC.  
 
Jim will be turning his teaching 
duties over to Ms. Deborah (Deb) 
Carpenter.  (The date has not been 
determined.)  Then he will kick 
back and become a student (A+) 
with the rest of the class!! 
 
Thank You & God Bless, Jim! 
 
 

In case you missed this announcement 

in the April Peal, I thought it was defi-

nitely worth repeating! 
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Community News 

 

United Methodist Calendar 

 

Pentecost (May 31, 2020) 
 

One of the principal days of the Christian year, celebrated on the fiftieth 
day after Easter. The Greek word pentecoste means "fiftieth day." Pentecost 
is the day on which the Christian church commemorates the coming of the 
Holy Spirit upon the apostles and others assembled in Jerusalem. It marks 
the beginning of the Christian church and the proclamation of its message 
throughout the world and is often referred to as the birthday of the 
church. The liturgical color for Pentecost is red. Traditionally, Pentecost 
has been a day for baptisms. Because it was the custom in the early church 
for persons being baptized to wear white robes or clothing, the day also 
became known as Whitsunday, a contraction of white Sunday. 

Source: A Dictionary for United Methodists, Alan K. Waltz, Copyright 

1991, Abingdon Press. Used by Permission. 

 

UMC.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Trivia 
 

The following section was obtained cour-

tesy of: 

KJV 

Test Your Bible Knowledge 

Copyright 2018 by Wilson Casey 

Published by Good Books  

New York, NY 10018 

 

 

Quiz Questions:   

  

1) Is the book of Mordecai in the 

Old Testament, the New Tes-

tament, or neither?    

 

2) Who interpreted the hand-

writing on the wall when Bel-

shazzar held a great feast? 

 

David, Joseph, Daniel, Belshazzar 
  
3)  Where did Jesus live as a boy? 

 

Jerusalem, Nazareth, Bethlehem, 

Bethany 
 

(Answers on page 10) 
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Community News 

Prayer Chain 

Are you looking for a way to serve Bellpoint Community Church and our 
community? Prayer is a powerful way to make an important difference in 
someone’s life. The Prayer Chain is always looking for new members for this 
vital ministry, so please call the church office if you are interested.                     
If you hear of a concern or praise there are multiple ways to share the 
information with our Prayer Chain.  Post to the online prayer wall at 
bellpointumc.com, contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke Williams, the church office 
managers, by phone at (740) 369-5956 or e-mail at office@bellpointumc.com  

 

The Peal  

If you do not have access to the internet, e-mail or simply prefer to have a hard 
copy mailed to you each month, please contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke 
Williams, the church office managers, by phone at (740) 369-5956 or by e-mail 
at office@bellpointumc.com  

  

 

Just a Reminder... 

May 20 is the deadline for articles to be turned in for the June 2020 issue. Please 
e-mail all articles, including any Bellpoint Community Church event/mission 

pictures to Avah Wirz at: bumcpeal@yahoo.com 

MCCI Team Leaders/Secretaries:  Please send any updates you wish to share 
with the congregation. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

 

                                              

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

 

Nancy Burtch is compiling all Prayer 

Concerns and is including weekly 

devotionals in her email to the prayer 

chain.  To submit a prayer request see 

the options under Community News, 

Prayer Chain to the right of this 

section. 

 

 

Please note:  Until the COVID-19 

restrictions have been lifted, paper 

prayer requests will not be used. 

 

(see page 2, Best Practices) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Quiz Questions located 

on page 9: 

 

1) Neither (Mordecai was the son of 

Jair and a cousin of Esther.) 

 

2) Daniel (Daniel 5:17-28). 

 

3)  Nazareth (Luke 2:39-40). 
      May 25, 2020                                                                                                  

mailto:bumcpeal@yahoo.com

