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OCTOBER 2020  

  Years ago the folk rock group The Byrds 
made this Scripture from King Solomon very well 
known. It was part of the lyrics for their hit Turn, 
Turn, Turn. What does this mean though? You and I 
are subject to times and changes over which we 
have little or no control.  

  On the other hand, as Solomon highlights 
later, God is in control and nothing happens 
without His knowledge or His permission. Of 
course that is not to say that God places His seal of 
approval upon every event. He does not. The 
things that break our hearts often break His heart. 
However, He sometimes permits even the most 
difficult things to touch our lives because He sees 
how they can aid in our spiritual maturity.  

 He sees how they can shape us more into 
the image of His Son, Jesus Christ. He sees how 
they can bring about the greatest good, not only for 
us, but for others as well. And He promises to 
redeem and restore all things. As I’ve said before, 
God wastes nothing, even the trials and 
temptations that we encounter on our brief time 
here on earth.  

 Let me ask you something. Do your think 
COVID-19 caught God off-guard? Do you 
suppose He threw up His hands, shrugged His 
shoulders and muttered, “Didn’t see that one 
coming! Oh well!”?  I don’t think so. I’m convinced 
that although He did not cause it or applaud it, He 
is in fact using it to achieve His goals for all of us. 
How?   

  For some, this pandemic season has 
served as a motivation to turn to God and trust 
Him for the first time. Many churches were forced 
to offer their services online and many unchurched 
people tuned in to hear God’s message of 
forgiveness and everlasting life. For some followers 
of Jesus, they have found the past half a year to be 
a catalyst drawing them into an even closer 
relationship with God. I pray this has been your 
experience. One of my colleagues suggested a more 
solemn possibility:  “God could be using COVID-
19 as a tool to sift or purify His Church, ‘removing 

the chaff from the grain’ or ‘the sheep from the 
goats’ so to speak, the nominal from the genuine.” 
It is possible. Time will certainly tell.  

 Until then, I encourage our members who 
are at higher rsik for contracting COVID-19 to play 
it safe. Please, continue to join us online. 
Prayerfully, the time is soon coming when you will 
be able to be with the rest of the church family for 
worship, fellowship, and service. 

  Maybe though, you are sensing that now is 
the “appointed time” to return to in-person 
worship and maybe even Sunday School. Those of 
us who have been worshipping together are very 
excited about your return. And you can rest assured 
that we are continuing to be cautious, encouraging 
social distancing and requiring face coverings. Hand 
sanitizer is available throughout the church facility 
as well.  

  To date, thank the Lord, we have had no 
incidences of COVID-19 associated with the any 
activities at Bellpoint Community Church.   

   Permit me to offer one more challenge. 
Unfortunately, like nearly all churches, we have 
experienced not only a diminished attendance since 
March, but a decline in giving too. To date, we have 
thankfully been able to meet our obligations. This 
has been possible due to the consistent giving of 
many of our members as well as our government’s 
PPP solution. But now that program has come to 
an end. We will not be able to continue as we have if 
giving remains at its current level. When things 
return to normal, we certainly will not be able to 
pick up where we left off this past February, unless 
every family is faithfully giving. Remember, you can 
give in person, by mail or online. It’s always the 
right time to give. And we give because of our great 
love for our Savior, Jesus Christ, for the sake of His 
Church, which He loved and died for, and our 
compassion for the needy, hurting, and lost in our 
world.  

Your Servant Always, Paul 

     “There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every         

       event under heaven.”         (Ecclesiastes 3:1, NASB) 
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Committee News 

Worship Committee 

                       

Traditional Service -  8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service  -  10:30 a.m.      

Sunday School  -  9:35  - 10:25 a.m. (Children, Youth and Adults) 

Children’s Church and Nursery will not be held until further notice. 

 

Best Practices 

Please practice social distancing. (No hand shaking, hugs, etc. and one person 

in the restroom at a time.)  Wear a mask or facial covering. (Please bring your 

own.)  There will be a limited supply of masks available if you should forget or 

not have one. There will be plenty of hand sanitizer and wipes available for 

your use and we will thoroughly disinfect after each function. 

If you are a high risk individual we recommend you wait until you feel 

comfortable to start attending. If you have a fever or cough please refrain from 

coming until you are fully recovered. (We recommend that you join us for 

worship via the internet. We will continue to post our worship services on 

YouTube.) 

 

Alpha Sunday Update 

During worship services on the last Sunday of each month we will be viewing 

a film from the Alpha Film Series. The first film in the series was viewed on 

August 30th, entitled: Is There More to Life Than This? (Copyright 

restrictions prevent us from recording the films during worship services for 

use on YouTube). For those attending church online, please go to 

alphausa.org/watch (click on access the series here) to view each of the 15 

talks in the 11 week series by Toby Flint & Gemma Hunt.  

         
On September  27 we viewed “Who Is Jesus” 

                    740-369-5956 

        office@bellpointumc.com 

          www.bellpointumc.com 

 

          Pastor Paul McCullough 

        pastor@bellpointumc.com 

 

    Find & Like us on Facebook!  

  @ m.facebook.com 

                          & 

                   YouTube         

             @ www.youtube.com 

            Church Office Hours: 

 Tuesday-Thursday  

 8:30 a.m. -  3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

October 15 
Breakthrough Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

October 21 

Children’s Council meeting, 7:00 

p.m. 

 

October 25 

Fall Hoedown, 3-5:00 p.m., church 

(outside) 

 

Early Reminder! 

November 1 @ 2:00 a.m. 

Daylight Savings Time ends,         

Fall back one hour 

                 Contact Us   

            Upcoming Events   
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Committee News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Committee 

. 

 

 

 

Bellpoint Community Church Bible Study Groups (all groups meet at 

church unless otherwise stated) 

• Adult and Children/Youth Sunday School sessions:  Sundays, 9:35 -10:25 

a.m.   

• BOOM:  Sundays, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. (see BOOM section for details) 

• Adult Bible Study:  Mondays at 10:00 a.m. (weekly home rotation ) 

• Women’s Bible Study:  Meets every other Sunday, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The 

next Bible study will be announced at a future date.  

• Men’s Bible Study:  Meets every other Monday, 7:00 -9:00 p.m. at the 

Parsonage.  

 

 

 

   

 
 

Help celebrate Christmas and the Birth of Christ and enliven the look of Bellpoint 

United Methodist Church.  Order poinsettias in honor or memory of someone 

special to you. If you would like to purchase a poinsettia and place it in the Sanctuary 

for use in decorating the church on Sunday, December 20th through Christmas Eve. 

Check your email for the order form, order at bellpointumc.com, or call the church 

office. Each pot is 6.5” and the cost of each is $10.   

 

 

 

October is Pastor Apprecia-

tion Month & 

October 11th is Pastor   

Appreciation Day! 

 

     

   

Please join me in thanking     

Pastor Paul for his continued 

guidance, teaching and compas-

sion during a very difficult time. 

You are a blessing to our 

church. 

Thank you for all you do! 



 

BELLPOINT PEAL | OCTOBER 2020        4 

Committee News 

 

MCCI Update 

School Partnership Team 

 

Fall Hoedown 

October 25, 2020 

3-5p.m. @ church (outside) 

Grab & go cookie decorations 

Hand tattoos 

Pumpkin chuckin & ring toss 

Bouncy obstacle course 

Lots of candy and much more…. 

 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 

. 

 

 

 

Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Due to COVID-19 we will be unable to gather for our Senior Thanksgiving 
Luncheon. We would love to offer a drive-thru pickup of pre-boxed meals. If 
you or anyone you know would be interested please express your requests to 
Brooke in the office. If enough people are interested we will take orders ahead 
of time and have them boxed up for pickup on the designated day. 

 

 On November 14th Connections will celebrate their 
event, Make A Difference Delaware County. Volunteers 
gather for a morning of service to older adults helping with 
outdoor chores. Individuals, families and groups are wel-
come to participate, all ages welcome. This year's event is 
being planned differently due to COVID-19. All details are 
subject to change pending what the recommendations are 

this fall for group activities. 

• All volunteers must pre-register themselves or their groups, no walk-ins will 
be accepted.  

• Groups will be sent out in a maximum size of 10, if your group has more, it 
will be divided. 

• One person from the group will come to Andrews House, prior to the Sat-
urday event, to pick up an information packet with the job(s), t-shirts, and 
leaf bags. 

• Volunteers are requested to bring their own tools this year. 

• Volunteers will then go out on Saturday, November 14, from 9 am - Noon 
to help older adults with outdoor chores.  

• At Noon, or when finished, volunteers will then return the paperwork in a 
drive-through drop off. We hope to have a box lunch available for pick up 
also.  

 

So it will be the same but different! For more information contact Susan Ritchie 
at susan_ritchie@ymail.com or Colleen Dennis, Connections Volunteer Cen-
ter at cdennis@helplinedelmor.org. 

mailto:susan_ritchie@ymail.com
mailto:cdennis@helplinedelmor.org
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October Birthdays 

Oct 1       Kelly Williams   

                Virgil Michael 

Oct 2       John Miller 

Oct 3       Marty Webb 

Oct 7       Tim Shelly 

Oct 12     Chris Finley 

                 Paul McCullough 

Oct 13     Tyler Westover  

Oct 14     Evan West 

Oct 18     Barbara Graves  

Oct 19    Griffin Haney    

Oct 23    Will Emlich  

Oct 25    Margaret Webster 

    Evelyn Winter 

Oct 27     Jeremy Tiller 

Oct 30    Zane Barker 

Oct 31    Chris Chapa 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
October 1 

Tim & Jody Kelleher 

 

October 7 

Paul & Liz Hafner 

 

October 8 

Bob & Carol Barker 

Larry & Pat Hopper 

 

October 10 

John & Jodeen Miller 

 

October 25 

Bob & Mary Jane Himes 

 

October 26 

John & Pat Gilliam 

 

October 29 

Todd & Angie Ellerbrock  

 

Committee News 

            

Finance Committee 
 

Dear Bellpoint Community Church, 
 
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. Malachi 
3:10 
 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
As I write this letter, I ponder the many things which some are calling the new normal, 
homeschool for many, working from home, businesses operating at 50% capacity or 
less, and some businesses that have already closed. I pray that it is not the new normal. 
It is not normal, and these are unprecedented times. 
 
Bellpoint Community Church has not yet had all members return to attending in person, 
and this could be one of the reasons for the decrease in our giving. We were blessed to 
receive about $33,000 from the Payroll Protection Program which we are using to bridge 
the gap between our normal giving level and our current giving level. We have received 
about $13,000 less in offerings this year versus 2019 year-to-date. The Payroll Protection 
money has allowed us to continue to operate and meet our commitments to staff, 
utilities, and expenses. We have been able to cut back expenses, about $20,000 
compared to 2019. Some of the savings are listed below: 
 
  Church Utilities    ~$2,000 
  Program Utilities* ~$13,000 
  
 *This includes VBS, Youth Group, and Worship Committee, as examples. 
 
We will not be able to sustain our historically healthy financial picture without an 
increase in giving. It is easy to forget to tithe when you are not in the sanctuary and the 
offering plate isn’t passed to you. It is our duty to God to support His church 
financially. We want a lively, dynamic church when this pandemic is over, so we need to 
invest in our church today to ensure it remains a vibrant place of worship and ministry. 
Prior to the pandemic, we were seeing growth in attendance and new ministries. We 
want to pick up that growth when everyone feels safe to return to larger groups, outings 
and events. 
 
Please remember to give as you can either in person, by mail, or online by visiting our 
website at bellpointumc.com and clicking on the GIVE tab. 
 
In His Service, 
Daren Lehman, Finance Director 
Bellpoint Community Church   
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Children & Youth  

 

  Children’s Council    

 

 

    

 

   

                                  

 

 

 

 

I pray everyone has been enjoying the videos and summer activity sugges-
tions!  If you are not receiving these and would like to, email me at                              
susan_ritchie@ymail.com.  

Children's Church is on hold until further notice (subject to change due to CDC 
regulations). BUT when we do get back together.... 

Coming this fall to Sunday School - the Brand New curriculum from Group 
publishing:  

 

Nursery  

The nursery is not be available  at 

this time. Be looking for an 

announcement later in the year.  

 

 

 

 

BOOM! 
Build, Own, Operate,  

Maintain your Faith in Christ 

 

6-12th grades 

Meet Sundays at Church 

5:00 p.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

October 4:    BOOM 

October 11:  BOOM 

October 18:  BOOM  

October 25:  BOOM  

                                                                                         

All other events on the schedule 

have been cancelled until further 

notice. 

   A Journey Through 

            God’s Loving Word 

 

Every quarter explores the Old and New Testaments. Journey chronologically 

through the Bible, and discover friendship with Jesus throughout God’s story.  

 

Be sure to check out the MCCI School Partnership Team section on page 4 

for other upcoming (we pray) family activities like the fall Hoedown on Octo-

ber 25th.  

 

“Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up.”    Prov-

erbs 12:25 
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Volunteers 

Nursery Workers  

 

 First Service: Second Service: Sunday School:  

October 4 - 25:   The Nursery will be closed. 

 

 

CCC Attendance  

 

October 4 - 25:   Connect cards will not be completed, a visual headcount 
will be taken at both services. 

 

             

Ushers and Greeters 

 

              First Service:            Second Service:  

October 4 - 25:   Bulletins will not be printed, and offering plates will not be 
passed. (Please place your cash/check offering in the transparent container 
near the double glass doors in Fellowship Hall.)   

 

 

Communion Stewards 

                  First Service:                            Second Service:  

October 4:    Pre-sealed Communion Elements will be used.                           
   
 

 

(Please note, all of the above is subject to change.) 

     

Friendship Table,  

 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 

the Friendship Table will be 

closed until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And he said, “The kingdom of God is 
as if a man should scatter seed on the 
ground, and should sleep by night and 
rise by day, and the seed should sprout 
and grow, he himself does not know 
how. For the earth yields crops by it-
self: first the blade, then the head, after 
that the full grain in the head. But when 
the grain ripens, immediately he puts in 
the sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 

                                     Mark 4:26-29 
   (NKJV) 
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Community News 

Remember in your prayers...   

 

New Prayer Requests: 
  

Family of Pastor Steven Mitchell – Pastor Mitchell passed away 

from COVID-19 

  

David – miraculous healing and peace 

  

Nathan – healing for his back 

 

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 
 
      Darci Clark’s Mom – healing after a fall following two major surgeries, 

Daren Lehman’s Dad – starting chemo, pray for successful treatments, 

Erin McCullough – diagnosed with COVID-19, pray her husband doesn’t 

get it, Cindy – has COVID-19 and recently lost her father, pray for healing 

and comfort (Harding), Amy Harding’s Mom – undergoing cataracts 

surgery, Janet Artz – cancer has returned and undergoing more 

chemotherapy (Kidd), Nathan Sayer – started back at OSU and has 

mono, Vicky Spellman – recovering from surgery, Jane Graebner’s 

Employee – her daughter is going to prison leaving her to care for her 

granddaughter, Sharon Weitzel – recovering from open heart surgery 

(Tamara Counts’ cousin), Sherry Weiser – multiple 

myeloma (Spellman), Lynn Knisley – her mother Kitty has COVID-19 

(Webb), Jean Ann – in hospice care with terminal cancer (Webb), Sheri – 

has COVID-19 (Graebner), Norm Spellman – recovering from cervical 

surgery, Debbie Snyder – recovering from heart surgery (Ellerbrock), Jim 

Hamilton – in home hospice care (Becky Miller’s father), Chad & Tiffany 

Bahan – both lost their jobs (Spellman), Karen – struggling with ALS 

(Webb), Jerry – in treatment for stage 4 lung cancer (Chris Webb’s 

uncle), Jerry – complications due to diabetes and heart issues (Webb), 

Tommy Vara – broke 6 vertebrae in his back (Kidd), Steve Kelleher – 

praise: cancerous tumor is shrinking, pray it continues, Marge Green – 

brain tumor (Davis),  Noah Mabry – praise: currently cancer-free, pray for 

no recurrence of melanoma (Graebner), Terry Bacus – healing for cancer 

(Lehman), Tom Lehman – comfort and healing, and Sharon Reeder – 

healing (Shelly) 

While the earth remains, Seedtime and 
harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and 
summer, And day and night, Shall not 
cease. 

                              Genesis 8:22 (NKJV) 

 

“The harvest is past, The summer is ended, 
And we are not saved!” 

                               Jeremiah 8:20 (NKJV) 

 

“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into His 

harvest.” 

      Matthew 9: 37-38                       

  (NKJV) 
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Community News 

 Charles Wesley’s Gift of Music 

 

(Music: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”)  He is Methodism’s most famous musician, 

and his words have inspired people of faith for nearly 300 years. 

The Rev. Alfred T. Day, III, United Methodist Commission on Archives and History: 

“6,000 hymns! Charles Wesley is the poet laureate and great writer of Methodism.” 

(Music: “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”)  The Rev. Alfred T. Day III: “So many of 

Charles’ hymns talks about the liberation of the human soul. In the hymn we love to 

sing, ‘Oh, for a thousand tongues,’ he breaks the power of cancelled sin; he sets the 

prisoner free. He not only helps us sing our theology, but he helps us to understand 

what it is we really have to sing about and belt out with joy and inspiration.” 

Charles Wesley left his mark on Methodism, a movement very much influenced by its 

music. 

(Music: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”)  The Rev. Alfred T. Day III: “Our theology is 

something that we’ve sung. And we’ve sung it in a way to help us understand it and to 

help us feel and experience it at the same time. So it’s one thing for me to say, for 

example, incarnational theology. It’s another thing for me to say ‘Hark, the herald 

angels sing, glory to the newborn king.’” 

Early Methodists took their hymnals home during the week and hymns became daily 

devotions. 

Dale Patterson, United Methodist Commission on Archives and History: “And they’d 

use it as a little mini dictionary, and if someone wanted to know about how to pray 

to God, there was a hymn for that. Someone wanted to know what does it mean that 

Jesus is divine? There was a hymn for that.” 

Born in 1707, four years after his brother John, Charles was more the creative force, 

and John was the organizer. 

The Rev. Alfred T. Day: “Charles’ influence on John was every bit as great as John’s 

influence on Charles. In these two brothers, here’s a dynamic duo that gives us the 

heart and soul of Methodism.” 

It was Charles’ desire for a deepened religious experience that led them to form a 

Holy Club while Charles was a student at Oxford. And Charles is credited with 

having a conversion experience before his brother. 

The Rev. Alfred T. Day: “We all know John’s story of the heart strangely warmed, 

Aldersgate Day, May 24th. But guess what? Charles’ heartwarming experience was 

May 21st.” 

Charles Wesley’s faith was most clearly communicated through the thousands of 

songs he composed. His words are known worldwide and United Methodists can 

take pride in their connection to this poet and preacher. 

Courtesy of umc.org 

Bible Trivia 
 

The following section was obtained cour-

tesy of: 

KJV 

Test Your Bible Knowledge 

Copyright 2018 by Wilson Casey 

Published by Good Books  

New York, NY 10018 

 

 

Quiz Questions:   

  

 

1) In Acts 12, where did Peter 

encounter an angel?   

 

By a tent door, in prison, near the 

city gate, at the temple 

  

2)  Where did Pharaoh and his 

men drown? 

 

Sea of Galilee, River Nile, Red Sea, 

River Jordan  

 
  
3) According to the New Testa-

ment, what is the final place 

for Satan?  

 

A bottomless pit, the unpearly 

gates, a lake of fire and brimstone, 

Hell 
 

(Answers on page 10) 
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Community News 

Prayer Chain 

Are you looking for a way to serve Bellpoint Community Church and our 
community? Prayer is a powerful way to make an important difference in 
someone’s life. The Prayer Chain is always looking for new members for this 
vital ministry, so please call the church office if you are interested.                    
If you hear of a concern or praise there are multiple ways to share the 
information with our Prayer Chain. Post to the online prayer wall at 
www.bellpointumc.com, contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke Williams, the church 
office managers, by phone at (740) 369-5956 or by e-mail at 
office@bellpointumc.com.  

 

The Peal  

If you do not have access to the internet, e-mail or simply prefer to have a hard 
copy mailed to you each month, please contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke 
Williams, the church office managers at (740) 369-5956 or by e-mail at 
office@bellpointumc.com. 

 

Just a Reminder... 

October 20 is the deadline for articles to be turned in for the November 2020 
issue. Please e-mail all articles, including any Bellpoint Community Church 
event/mission pictures to Avah Wirz at: peal@bellpointumc.com 

MCCI Team Leaders/Secretaries:  Please send any updates you wish to share 
with the congregation. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

 

    

    

                                        Thank you farmers! 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

 

Nancy Burtch is compiling all Prayer 

Concerns, and is including weekly 

devotionals in her email to the prayer 

chain. To submit a prayer request see 

the options under Community News, 

Prayer Chain to the right of this 

section. 

 

 

Please note:  Until the COVID-19 

restrictions have been lifted, paper prayer 

requests will not be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Quiz Questions located 

on page 9: 

 

1) In prison (Acts 12:6-7). 

 

2) Red Sea (Exodus 15:4). 

 

3)   A lake of fire and brimstone 

(Revelation 20:10). 

mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com
mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com

