
 

BELLPOINT PEAL | DECEMBER 2020        1 

DECEMBER 2020  

  Saving Mr. Banks is the story of Pamela 

Travers, author of Mary Poppins. Due to the 

success of her children's books, Walt Disney and 

his team convince Travers to turn her book into a 

film. Travers is reluctant throughout the entire 

creative process and finally shuts down emotionally 

and returns to London, unable to let the film 

continue. 

  Travers' characters are not simply 

characters to her; they are family. In fact, we learn 

through flashbacks that Mr. Banks is modeled 

somewhat after her own very flawed father, and 

Mary is modeled after her aunt. In a powerful scene 

at the end of the movie, Walt Disney (played by 

Tom Hanks) comes to Travers' house in England 

to talk with her about the film. After sharing about 

his own painful childhood, Disney delivers this 

profound monologue to Travers: 

Give [Mary Poppins] to me, Ms. Travers. Trust 

me with your precious Mary Poppins. I won't 

disappoint you. I swear that every time a person 

goes into a movie house … they will see George 

Banks being saved. They will love him and his 

kids, they will weep for his cares, and wring their 

hands when he loses his job. And when he flies 

that kite, oh! They will rejoice, they will sing. In 

every movie house, all over the world… George 

Banks will be honored ... Maybe not in life, but in 

imagination. Because that's what we storytellers 

do. We restore order with imagination. We instill 

hope again and again and again. Trust me, Ms. 

Travers. Let me prove it to you. I give you my 

word. 

  In a way, this is also what Jesus Christ 

does for us—when we give him the broken pieces 

of our lives, he restores order in our hearts through 

his creative power. Like Walt Disney, Jesus says, "I 

can instill hope again and again and again. Trust 

me. Let me prove it to you. I give you my word." 

 As 2020 draws to a close, we need a fresh 

infusion of hope, don’t we? What a year it has 

been! I can’t think of anything more hope-instilling 

than the story of our Lord. That great Christmas 

Carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” says it all in 

one line, “The hopes and fears of all the years are 

met in thee tonight.”   

  Come and join us this Christmastime in 

person or online and renew your hope. Each 

Sunday in December we’ll be singing your favorite 

Christmas Carols and receiving a new message of 

our Great Hope. On Christmas Eve, we will be 

offering three identical worship services at 3:00, 

5:00, and 7:00. Seating is limited so we can 

maintain better social distancing. For this reason, if 

you want to worship in-person on Christmas Eve 

you will need to R.S.V.P. beforehand on our 

website or by contacting the Church Office.  

 Since dozens of people blowing out 

candles in the same space at the same time seems 

unwise this year, we are asking everyone who has a 

cell phone to bring it on Christmas Eve. The 

flashlight feature will make the perfect substitute 

for our traditional lit candles as we sing our closing 

carol, “Silent Night.” We will provide flashlight-

candles for all children in attendance.   

 Two closing notes: Holy Communion will 

be celebrated on December 6th and January 3rd. If 

you will be worshipping with us from home, please 

drop by the office during the week and pick up 

your disposable communion elements. Also, we 

will have just one service (at 10:30 a.m.) on the 

Sunday after Christmas as well as the Sunday 

following New Year’s.   

Wishing For You A Hope-Filled Christmas,  

Pastor Paul 
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Alpha Sunday Update 

During worship services on the last Sunday of each month we will be viewing 

a film from the Alpha Film Series. (Copyright restrictions prevent us from 

recording the films during worship services for use on YouTube). For those 

attending church online, please go to alphausa.org/watch (click on access the 

series here) to view each of the 15 talks in the 11 week series by Toby Flint & 

Gemma Hunt.          

On November 29 we viewed session #5 entitled “ How and why should I pray” 
 
 
 

                    740-369-5956 

        office@bellpointumc.com 

          www.bellpointumc.com 

 

          Pastor Paul McCullough 

        pastor@bellpointumc.com 

 

    Find & Like us on Facebook!  

  www.facebook.com/Bellpoint/

     & 

 YouTube         

  www.youtube.com 

             

Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday  

8:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m. 

 

 
December 6 

Holy Communion, both services 

 

December 16  

Children’s Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 17 

Breakthrough Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve services @ 3:00, 5:00 & 

7:00 p.m. 

 

December 27 

One service only @ 10:30 a.m. 

 

                 Contact Us   

            Upcoming Events   

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

You are probably all aware of the substantial up-tick in COVID-19 cases in 

the last week or two.  The Bellpoint Church leaders have been consulting 

about how we should respond and have made the following decisions.  We 

will continue to meet for in-person worship on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 

10:30.  We are requiring everyone in attendance to wear face masks and prac-

tice social distancing. We need to remind everyone to be seated only accord-

ing to family groupings and to exit the fellowship hall immediately following 

worship. No lingering, please. Also, we are suspending all Sunday School 

classes until January 10th. We want to focus on moving people in and out of 

worship and the building as efficiently and safely as possible. The Youth 

Group will still be permitted to gather on Sunday Evenings. Mid-week studies 

and groups may also meet. We are again, though, asking those participating in 

these to wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. We appreciate 

everyone's cooperation.  (portion of email sent 11/25/20 from Pastor Paul) 

https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaODzapNLfCWM3WKKvyVAQQ
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Committee News 
LOVE GIFT   

We are collecting for a LOVE 

gift to the staff for Christmas.  

Please make your check 

payable to BUMC and write 

”LOVE GIFT” on it.  Put in 

collection plate, mail to the 

church or give to Bob Himes. 

Thank you! 

 

       

 

 

 

Advent Booklet 

The Advent booklet will be 

emailed to the congregation 

and also a few printed copies 

will be available at church by 

next Sunday.  

Worship Committee 

. 

 

 

 

Traditional Service -  8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service  -  10:30 a.m.      

Sunday School  -  all classes suspended until January 10, 2021 

Children’s Church and Nursery will not be held until further notice. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

We will be holding three identical in-person services on Christmas Eve at 

3:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. We have limited seating available, so 

we will be requiring RSVPs. Register on our website, or contact the 

church office by phone or email.  

 

 

Best Practices 

Please practice social distancing. (No hand shaking, hugs, etc. and one 

person in the restroom at a time.)  Wear a mask or facial covering. (Please 

bring your own.)  There will be a limited supply of masks available if you 

should forget or not have one.  There will be plenty of hand sanitizer and 

wipes available for your use and we will thoroughly disinfect after each 

function. 

If you are a high risk individual, we recommend you wait until you feel 

comfortable to start attending. If you have a fever or cough please refrain 

from coming until you are fully recovered. (We recommend that you join 

us for worship via the internet. We will continue to post our worship ser-

vices on YouTube.) 

 

   

https://www.bellpointumc.com/christmas-eve-service-registration/
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Committee News 

Worship Committee 

. 

 

 

 

Bellpoint Community Church Bible Study Groups (all groups meet at 

church unless otherwise stated) 

• Adult and Children/Youth Sunday School sessions:  suspended until Janu-

ary 10. 2021   

• BOOM:  Sundays, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. (see BOOM section for details) 

• Adult Bible Study:  Mondays at 10:00 a.m. (weekly home rotation ) 

• Women’s Bible Study:  Meets every other Sunday, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. The 

next Bible study will be Now That Faith Has Come:  A Study of Galatians 

by Beth Moore & Melissa Moore. January date & location to be deter-

mined.  

• Men’s Bible Study:  Meets every other Monday, 7:00 -9:00 p.m. at the 

church.  

 

 

 

     

 

 

POINSETTIAS 

 

Help celebrate Christmas and 

the Birth of Christ and enliven 

the look of Bellpoint United 

Methodist Church.  Order poin-

settias in honor or memory of 

someone special to you. If you 

would like to purchase a poin-

settia and place it in the Sanctu-

ary for use in decorating the 

church on Sunday, December 

20th through Christmas Eve. 

Check your email for the order 

form, order at bellpoin-
tumc.com, or call the church 

office. Each pot is 6.5” and the 

cost of each is $10.   
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Committee News Make a Difference Day  

Delaware, November 14, 2020 

 

 

 

Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon, 

November 19, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission and Outreach Committee 

. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Outreach Opportunity 

Gift cards in increments of $10 for Meijer or Walmart are being collected 
to give to the Buckeye Valley local schools.  These are being collected 
through Monday December 7th.                                                                                                    

 

Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon 

During the Senior Thanksgiving Luncheon over 65 meals were given out 
via drive thru pick up!  THANK YOU to everyone who made food or vol-
unteered the day of the event!!    

  

 

 

 

 

Sister’s in Faith 

Event Cancelled 

Due to COVID-19 we are unable to gather for the annual SIF cookie and 
ornament exchange scheduled for December 6, 2020. 

Pray we will be able to meet next year.  
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
December 8 

Dorsey & Linda Gilliam 

 

December 16 

Dominic & Kelly Solli 

 

December 19 

Paul & Lori McCullough 

 

December 20 

Todd & Becky Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee News 

            

Finance Committee 
 

Dear Bellpoint Community Church, 
 
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.      
Malachi 3:10 
 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
As I write this letter, I ponder the many things which some are calling the new normal, 
homeschool for many, working from home, businesses operating at 50% capacity or 
less, and some businesses that have already closed.  I pray that it is not the new normal.  
It is not normal, and these are unprecedented times. 
 
Bellpoint Community Church has not yet had all members return to attending in person, 
and this could be one of the reasons for the decrease in our giving.  We were blessed to 
receive about $33,000 from the Payroll Protection Program which we are using to bridge 
the gap between our normal giving level and our current giving level.  We have received 
about $13,000 less in offerings this year versus 2019 year-to-date.  The Payroll 
Protection money has allowed us to continue to operate and meet our commitments to 
staff, utilities, and expenses.  We have been able to cut back expenses, about $20,000 
compared to 2019.  Some of the savings are listed below: 
 
  Church Utilities    ~$2,000 
  Program Utilities* ~$13,000 
  
 *This includes VBS, Youth Group, and Worship Committee, as examples. 
 
We will not be able to sustain our historically healthy financial picture without an 
increase in giving.  It is easy to forget to tithe when you are not in the sanctuary and the 
offering plate isn’t passed to you.  It is our duty to God to support His church 
financially.  We want a lively, dynamic church when this pandemic is over, so we need to 
invest in our church today to ensure it remains a vibrant place of worship and ministry.  
Prior to the pandemic, we were seeing growth in attendance and new ministries.  We 
want to pick up that growth when everyone feels safe to return to larger groups, outings 
and events. 
 
Please remember to give as you can either in person, by mail, or online by visiting our 
website at bellpointumc.com and clicking on the GIVE tab. 
 
In His Service, 
Daren Lehman, Finance Director 
Bellpoint Community Church   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      

    

December Birthdays 

Dec  3      Sandra Davis   

Dec  7      Bonnie Freshwater 

                 Jason Haney 

Dec 11     Bryce Kuhn 

                 Jackson Clark  

Dec 12     Sue Spessard  

Dec 17     Christine Webb 

Dec 19     Belinda Davis 

                Andy Drake  

Dec 20     Pete Finley 

    Mike Ritchie 

    Avah Wirz    

Dec 22    Nancy Burtch 

Dec 24    Terry Williams     

Dec 27    Anna Rayburn 

Dec 31    William Emlich 
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Children & Youth  

 

  Children’s Council    

 

 

 

    

 

   

                                   

 

Following the school's lead and Health Department recommendations 
the Sunday school class for Kindergarten - 4th grade will be paused 
until further notice.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

 

 

         - Isaiah 9:6 NIV 

Nursery  

The nursery is not be available  at 

this time.  Be looking for an 

announcement later in the year.  

 

 

 

 

BOOM! 
Build, Own, Operate,  

Maintain your Faith in Christ 

 

6-12th grades 

Meet Sundays at Church 

5:00 p.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

December 6:    BOOM 

December 13:  BOOM 

December 20:  BOOM  

December 27:  NO BOOM  

 

                                                                                         

All other events on the schedule 

have been cancelled until further 

notice. 
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Volunteers 

Nursery Workers  

 

 First Service: Second Service: Sunday School:  

December 6 - 27:   The Nursery will be closed. 

 

 

CCC Attendance  

 

December 6 - 27:  Connect cards will not be completed, a visual headcount 
will be taken at both services. 

 

             

Ushers and Greeters 

 

              First Service:            Second Service:  

December 6 - 27:  Bulletins will not be printed, and offering plates will not 
be passed. (Please place your cash/check offering in the transparent 
container near the double glass doors in Fellowship Hall.)   

 

 

Communion Stewards 

                  First Service:                            Second Service:  

December 6:    Pre-sealed Communion Elements will be used.                        
       
 

 

(Please note, all of the above is subject to change.) 

     

Friendship Table,  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 

Friendship Table will be closed until 

further notice. 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel 

to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a 

virgin pledged to be married to a man 

named Joseph, a descendant of David.  

The virgin’s name was Mary.  The 

angel went to her and said, “Greetings, 

you who are highly favored!”  The 

Lord is with you. 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words 

and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be.  But the angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 

found favor with God.  You will con-

ceive and give birth to a son, and you 

are to call him Jesus.  He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most 

High.  The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, and he will 

reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 

his kingdom will never end.” 

       Luke1:26-33 (NIV) 

 

 



 

BELLPOINT PEAL | DECEMBER 2020        9 

Community News 

Remember in your prayers...  

 

New Prayer Requests: 
 

Loretta – family members with COVID-19 

Mark and family – lost an aunt to COVID-19 

Jake – recently exposed to COVID-19 

Sandra and Husband – diagnosed with COVID-19, she also suffers 

from other health issues 

Ken May – recovering from an appendectomy 

Dave and Shelby – prayers as they prepare for their wedding and 

future together 

 

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 
 

Darcy Clark – recovering from major surgery,  Webbs’ Relative – lost 

his job, Sue Hackenbracht – double mastectomy on December 

17th (Webb), Lehman Family – transitioning Daren’s parents to their 

home, Cindy Michael – recovering from surgery, Jerry – hospitalized for 

fluid on his lungs (Chris Webb’s uncle), Freida Bryant – inoperable lung 

cancer (Spellman), Courtney – healing following a stroke (Harding), 

Janet – undergoing chemo (Kidd), Mike Mahoney – mass on his 

pancreas (McCullough), Doug – healing and encouragement after a 

recent setback, Chris VanFleet – healing and restoration from 

gastroparesis (Maxim), Jeff – bladder cancer, strength for his 95-year-

old mother who cares for him, Matt Kraick’s Coworker – 

searching, Deb Robinson – healing and strength (Williams), Daren 

Lehman’s Dad – pray for successful chemo treatments, Janet Artz – 

cancer returned, undergoing more chemo (Kidd), Jean Ann – in hospice 

care with terminal cancer (Webb), Jim Hamilton – in home hospice care 

(Becky Miller’s father), Jerry – complications from diabetes and heart 

issues (Webb), Tommy Vara – broke 6 vertebrae (Kidd), Steve 

Kelleher – praise: cancerous tumor is shrinking, pray it continues, 

Marge Green – brain tumor (Davis), Terry Bacus – healing for cancer 

(Lehman), and Tom Lehman – comfort and healing 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank you and let you 

know how much I appreciated 

your prayers, phone calls, and 

cards. Recovery is going well.  

John and I hope to get back to 

Church soon. 

 

Sandra Davis 

 

 

 

 

My apologies to our Veterans 

for failing to acknowledge Vet-

erans Day in the November 

Peal.   

Thank you for your service! 

Avah 
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Community News 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Bible Trivia 
 

The following section was obtained cour-

tesy of: 

KJV 

Test Your Bible Knowledge 

Copyright 2018 by Wilson Casey 

Published by Good Books  

New York, NY 10018 

 

 

Quiz Questions:   

  

 

1) What church did John describe 

as one with an “open door?”   

 

Sardis, Philadelphia, Antioch,  

Smyrna 

 

2) From Acts 10, what was the         

      occupation of Cornelius? 

 

Fisherman, centurion, tax collec-

tor, scribe  

 
  
3) What little girl answered the 

door when Peter knocked at 

the house of Mary the mother 

of John?  

 

Michal, Rhoda, Leah, Rebekah 
 

(Answers on page 11) 

courtesy of umc.org 
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Community News 

Prayer Chain 

Are you looking for a way to serve Bellpoint Community Church and our 
community? Prayer is a powerful way to make an important difference in 
someone’s life. The Prayer Chain is always looking for new members for this 
vital ministry, so please call the church office if you are interested.                     
If you hear of a concern or praise there are multiple ways to share the 
information with our Prayer Chain.  Post to the online prayer wall at 
www.bellpointumc.com, contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke Williams, the church 
office managers, by phone at (740) 369-5956 or by e-mail at 
office@bellpointumc.com.  

 

The Peal  

If you do not have access to the internet, e-mail or simply prefer to have a hard 
copy mailed to you each month, please contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke 
Williams, the church office managers at (740) 369-5956 or by e-mail at 
office@bellpointumc.com. 

 

Just a Reminder... 

December 20 is the deadline for articles to be turned in for the January 2021 
issue. Please e-mail all articles, including any Bellpoint Community Church 
event/mission pictures to Avah Wirz at: peal@bellpointumc.com 

MCCI Team Leaders/Secretaries:  Please send any updates you wish to share 
with the congregation. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

 

    

    

                                         

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 

 

To submit a prayer request see the 

options under Community News, 

Prayer Chain to the right of this 

section.  Nancy Burtch is providing 

weekly devotions to the prayer chain 

email. 

 

 

Please note:  Until the COVID-19 

restrictions have been lifted, paper prayer 

requests will not be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Quiz Questions located 

on page 10: 

 

1) Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-8) 

 

2) Centurion (Acts 10:1). 

 

3)   Rhoda (Acts 12:12-13). 

      December 25  

mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com
mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com

