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MARCH 2021  

Pastor Skye Jethani tells the story of his two-

and-a-half year old daughter, Zoe who loves 

to play hide-and-seek. “Sometimes she hides, 

but usually the game involves hiding my cell 

phone. Unfortunately, she doesn't yet 

understand the object of the game. She makes 

me close my eyes—that much she gets. But 

it's downhill from there. First of all, she 

always hides my phone in the same place: on 

the stairs, in plain sight. No matter how many 

times we play, she always puts my phone on 

the stairs. When I open my eyes, I know my 

phone is on the stairs, but I'll pretend like I 

don't see it. I'll look on the sofa, or under the 

table. It's my way of trying to teach her what 

the point of the game really is. What I've 

ended up teaching Zoe is that her father is a 

complete idiot, because the moment I look 

somewhere else for the phone she says, ‘No, 

Daddy. The phone isn't there. It's on the 

stairs, silly goose.’ And then she rolls her big 

brown eyes at me. There's nothing like having 

your intelligence insulted by a two-year-old. 

“I've been trying to show Zoe that the fun of 

hide-and-seek is the seeking. But for Zoe, no 

matter what I try, the fun part is always the 

finding. 

 “God wants us to seek him. But, like Zoe, he 

understands that the real joy is not in seeking, 

but in finding. He wants to be found. He has 

not intended the Christian life to be an 

impossible hunt for an elusive God that 

requires enormous faith. Quite the contrary. 

The Christian life is a simple walk to a 

welcoming God that requires only child-like 

faith.” 

The story that best illustrates our God who 

wills to be found is the parable Jesus tells of 

the lost son in Luke 15. In the story, the son 

rejects and abandons his father to live selfishly 

and wildly in a distant country. When he sees 

how foolish he's been, he decides to return 

home, to seek his father. Expecting his father 

to be furious with anger, the son is met with a 

surprise. When the father sees his son at a 

great distance, he does not wait for him to 

reach the house. Instead, the father, full of joy 

that his son has returned, runs out to meet 

him on the road, embraces him, kisses him, 

and is overjoyed to have his son home again. 

This is the image Jesus presents to us of our 

heavenly father's love. It is the image of a 

God who wants to be found, the God James 

says will draw near to us if we draw near to 

him. He is the God who stands at the door 

and knocks, and is prepared to come in and 

eat with anyone who opens the door. We are 

called to seek the God who wants to be 

found. This should be our goal during 

Lent: to intentionally seek the God who is 

passionately seeking us.” 
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Seeking the God Who's Seeking Us 

 I hope you experience a truly blessed Lent and seek hard after Him. Most of 

this season lay ahead for us. Let me encourage you to join us as we seek the 

One Who is seeking us. At the end of March we will celebrate Palm Sunday 

(3/28/21). Normally, we would be sharing an Alpha Video. Instead we will 

have a video from a special guest with Jews for Jesus who will help us prepare for 

our Easter celebration. We will have services at the normal times this day with 

Sunday School in between.   

This year we will be observing Good Friday (4/2/21) with a worship service 

and Holy Communion at 7:00 PM. This will be broadcast live if you’d like to 

join us via YouTube. You may pick up your communion elements during the 

week at the church office if you’d like. 

On Easter Sunday (4/4/21) we’ll offer our normal services at 8:30 and 

10:30 a.m. However, we will not have any Sunday School this day. To 

help control overcrowding and maintain social distancing we are asking 

that if you plan on attending in person that you make reservations on 

our website or by contacting the church office. (We did this for 

Christmas Eve 2020, and it worked very well.) We will be able to 

accommodate approximately 65 people at each service. We will have a 

few extra seats available for unexpected guests. The 10:30 Easter Service 

will be broadcast live on YouTube for those joining us at home that 

day. We look forward to worshipping with you soon. 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Paul 
      

 

  

 

 

 

              

                                                                

 

 

 

                    740-369-5956 

        office@bellpointumc.com 

          www.bellpointumc.com 

 

          Pastor Paul McCullough 

        pastor@bellpointumc.com 

     

Find & Like us on Facebook!  

  

www.facebook.com/Bellpoint/ 

& 

YouTube  

    

www.youtube.com 

            Church Office Hours: 

 Monday-Friday  

 8:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m. 

March 14 

Daylight Savings begins @ 2:00 a.m. 

Spring forward one hour! 

 

March 17 

Children’s Council, 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 18 

Breakthrough Prayer, 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 20 

Spring Equinox , Goodbye Winter!!! 

 

March 28 

Palm Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Jews for Jesus 

 

April 2 

Good Friday, 7:00 p.m. 

                 Contact Us   

            Upcoming Events   

https://www.bellpointumc.com/service-registration/
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaODzapNLfCWM3WKKvyVAQQ
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Committee News 
Church Closure Policy                

Winter Weather 

A Winter weather policy has 

been implemented as follows:   

All worship services will be 

cancelled in the event of a 

level two or three Delaware 

county snow emergency. 

 

 

Alpha Sunday Update 

During worship services on the 

last Sunday of each month we will 

be viewing a film from the Alpha 

Film Series. (Copyright 

restrictions have been lifted which 

allows us to view the films during 

worship service). If you are 

attending church online and have 

difficulty viewing or hearing the 

film, please go to alphausa.org/

watch (click on -access the series 

here) to view each of the 15 talks 

in the 11 week series by Toby 

Flint & Gemma Hunt. 

On February 7th (postponed from 

Jan 31st) we viewed session #7 
entitled “How does God guide 

us?” 

Worship Committee 

. 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Service -  8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service  -  10:30 a.m.      

Sunday School  -  9:35  - 10:30 a.m.  

Nursery will be closed until further notice. 

 

Best Practices 

Please practice social distancing. (No hand shaking, hugs, etc. and one per-

son in the restroom at a time.)  Wear a mask or facial covering. (Please 

bring your own.)  There will be a limited supply of masks available if you 

should forget or not have one. There will be plenty of hand sanitizer and 

wipes available for your use and we will thoroughly disinfect after each 

function. 

If you are a high risk individual we recommend you wait until you feel 

comfortable to start attending. If you have a fever or cough please refrain 

from coming until you are fully recovered. (We recommend that you join 

us for worship via the internet. We will continue to post our worship ser-

vices on YouTube.) In addition, the 10:30 a.m. worship service will be live 

streamed each week.  
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Committee News 

Worship Committee 

. 

 

 

 

Bellpoint Community Church Bible Study Groups (all groups 

meet at church unless otherwise stated) 

• Adult and Children/Youth Sunday School sessions: 9:40  - 10:30 

a.m.  

• BOOM:  Sundays, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. (see BOOM section for details) 

• Adult Bible Study:  Mondays at 10:30 a.m. (weekly home rotation ) 

• Women’s Bible Study:  Meets every other Sunday, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

(parsonage)  

• Men’s Bible Study:  Meets every other Monday, 7:00 -9:00 p.m. at 

the church.  

 

  

 

Women’s Bible Study 

A new Beth Moore bible study will begin on:  

March 14, 2021 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m., every other week at the parsonage. 

We will be studying - Daniel: Lives of Integrity, Words of Prophecy  

The study workbook is available at bookstores, on Amazon, or 

through Lifeway. The average price is $21.00 purchased new. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

    February 17  -  April 3, 2021 

Daylight saving time will 

begin at 2:00 a.m. on  Sun-

day March 14, 2021 

2020 Tax Season! 

2020 Giving statements are avail-

able upon request. Please contact 

the church office if you’d like a 

copy. 
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Committee News  

March Birthdays 

Mar 1      Amy Harding   

Mar 3      Todd Miller 

Mar 4      Jane Graebner  

Mar 12    Anthony Aulino  

                Robert Aulino 

Mar 14    Alexander Kraick  

Mar 15    Roberta Vangundy    

Mar 18    John L. Davis 

                Daren Lehman     

Mar 19    Izzy Michael 

Mar 21    Joann Stegner 

     Virginia Finley 

Mar 22    Mya Ritchie 

     Deb Carpenter 

Mar 24    Logan Kelleher 

Mar 25    Carrie Stevens 

Mar 26    Bob Himes 

Mar 27    Brody Counts 

Mar 28    Sandy Pinnicks 

                Benjamin Chapa 

 
 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

 

March 12 

Dan & Marilyn Masters 

 

March 27 

Matt. & Cheri Maxim 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

Sister’s in Faith (SIF) 

Even though Sister’s in Faith have been unable 

to meet for several months, we continue to 

support our missions such as Compassion 

Child.  

If interested in participating in SIF, please con-

tact Pastor Paul or the church office manager. 

We welcome all women of Bellpoint Commu-

nity Church and the community.  

   Thank you, 

                        SIF 

 

Dear Ballpoint UMC Women's Group, 

How are you ding my beloved sponsor?  I am doing well. I have received the birr and 
bought cloth with it. I loved it so much. I can't wait to celebrate my birthday on 
March 3. Thank you for your gift. I am now a 10th grader. I am attending school 
and working hard. I still want to be a Doctor. My bother is doing well. He is going 
to turn 5 now at Christmas. How is your son?  Has he grown?  how old is he and 
his class?  My mom is doing well. She is fine now. After school was closed I was 
working and help my mom with the money I got. I will be glad if we have a garden 
but we don't. Until we meet again in another letter May God protect you. 

 

 

Please continue to pray for her in her salvation, health, safety and con-
tinuing education to pursue her dream of becoming a doctor.  Thanks, 
Chris W   

Bellpoint Sisters in Faith, 

I have received a new picture of our Compassion Child in Ethiopia - 
Hawi Addis. It is attached to this email. She just turned 17 years of age. 
The SIF has been supporting her since she was 5 years old. We received 
a letter from her on 02/07/2021. It is as follows as she has written it: 
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Children & Youth  

 

  Children’s Council    

 

 

   

 

 

 

In lieu of the Easter egg hunt this year Children's Council is making 
Easter baskets full of reminders of how much Jesus loves us and a 
short book of the Easter story and a little candy too. We are taking 
requests for any child you feel would benefit from having these re-
minders, and what child doesn't need that reminder?! Please make 
your quantity request to the church office by Sunday March 21st. We 
will have the baskets ready by Thursday March 25th so you can pick 
them up at your convenience.  

Candy is needed to fill the eggs. Please leave candy in the marked pink 
tote in the coat closet by Sunday, March 21st. Thank you!  

Children's Council is excited to announce the theme for Vacation Bi-
ble School - True Blue Bible Friends! We will explore the friendships 
of David and Johnathan, Ruth and Naomi and Jesus and you. There 
will be games, Bible stories, and cool science or crafty things to dis-
cover each day. This year VBS will be on July 19th, 20th and 21st - 
Monday thru Wednesday - 6:30 to 8:00pm. We will be outside this 
year and of course any time inside we will practice social distancing. 
We can't wait to see you all!!  

  

Nursery  

The nursery is not be available  at 

this time. Be looking for an 

announcement later in the year.  

 

 

 

 

BOOM! 
Build, Own, Operate,  

Maintain your Faith in Christ 

 

6-12th grades 

Meet Sundays at Church 

5:00 p.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

March 7:    BOOM 

March 14:  BOOM 

March 21:  BOOM  

March 28:  BOOM  

                                                                                         

All other events on the schedule 

have been cancelled until further 

notice. 

March 17, 2021 
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Volunteers 

Nursery Workers  

 

 First Service: Second Service: Sunday School:  

March 7 - 28:   The Nursery will be closed. 

 

 

CCC Attendance  

 

March 7 - 28:   Connect cards will not be completed, a visual headcount will 
be taken at both services. 

 

             

Ushers and Greeters 

 

              First Service:            Second Service:  

March 7 - 28:   Bulletins will not be printed, and offering plates will not be 
passed. (Please place your cash/check offering in the transparent container 
near the double glass doors in Fellowship Hall.)   

 

 

Communion Stewards 

                  First Service:                            Second Service:  

March 7:    Pre-sealed Communion Elements will be used.                           
   
 

 

(Please note, all of the above is subject to change.) 

     

Friendship Table,  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 

Friendship Table will be closed until 

further notice. 

 

Congratulations! 

TJ & Brenna Coughlin 

Welcomed their 

 Daughter   

 

*************************** 

 Aubrey Joy  

      Born on 2/5/21  

       6 lb. 7 oz, 19”  

 

*************************** 



 

BELLPOINT PEAL | MARCH 2021        8 

Community News 

Remember in your prayers...  

 

New Prayer Requests: 
 

Family of Isaiah Silva – he died by suicide, he was a freshman at Buckeye 
Valley (Ritchie) 
  
Patti – having an outpatient procedure on Wednesday to remove 
precancerous cells from her breast (Webb) 

  
  

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 
  
David Sayer – continued prayers for healing (Doug’s dad), Sherri Lehman – 
recovering from gallbladder surgery, Synetta McClendon – struggling to 
feed her family, Gwen McCullough – recovering from a fall (Pastor Paul’s 
mom), Ellie Mae O'Keefe – one-month-old recovering from major surgery 
(Davis), Liz Kenney – recovering from partial amputation of her foot 
(Davis), Deb Robinson – suffering from multiple kidney and intestinal 
infections (Williams), VanHorne Family – starting the adoption process for 
Brody, B.J. – blood in his urine, jaundice, and extreme dementia 
(Spellman), Freida Bryant – radiation treatment for lung cancer (Spellman), 
Brody VanHorne – struggling with separation anxiety at school, Mike 
Mahoney – pancreatic cancer (McCullough), Alana – cancer, Linda – 
cancer, Lehman Family – transitioning Daren’s parents to their home, 
Daren Lehman’s Dad – pray for successful chemo treatments, Jerry – 
cancer (Chris Webb’s uncle), Chris VanFleet – gastroparesis (Maxim), Jeff – 
bladder cancer, Matt Kraick’s Coworker – searching, Janet Artz – cancer 
returned, undergoing more chemo (Kidd), Jean Ann – in hospice care with 
terminal cancer (Webb), Jim Hamilton – in home hospice care (Becky 
Miller’s father), Steve Kelleher – praise: cancerous tumor is 
shrinking, pray it continues, Marge Green – brain tumor (Davis), Terry 
Bacus – cancer (Lehman), and Tom Lehman – comfort and healing 
  

 

 

 

 

Fasting  

“When you fast, do not look som-

ber as the hypocrites do, for they 

disfigure their faces to show others 

they are fasting. Truly I tell you 

they have received their reward in 

full. But when you fast, put oil on 

your head and wash your face, so 

that it will not be obvious to others 

you are fasting, but only to your 

Father, who is unseen; and your 

Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you. 

      Matthew 6:16-18 (NIV) 

National Vietnam War Veter-

ans Day,  March 29th 

Thank you for your service! 
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Community News 

Beyond Fasting: 10 tips for a more meaningful Lent 
 

 1. Apologize to someone. Lent is a season of repentance. Most often we think of 

asking God for forgiveness from our sin, but that is only half of the story. Most sins include 

hurting others, which mattered to Jesus. He taught that if during worship if you "remember 

that your brother or sister has something against you... First make things right with your 

brother or sister and then come back and offer your gift." (Matthew 5:23-24 CEB). Lent is a 

great time to seek forgiveness from those we have harmed.  

 

2. Perform random acts of kindness. Express your love for Jesus by loving 

others. Pay for the order of the person behind you in the drive-through. Give an extravagant 

tip. Carry gift cards to give away. Ask others how they are doing, then stop and listen to their 

responses. Share the love of Jesus in any way you can think of each day during Lent. 

 

3. Delve into a book of the Bible. Enhance your devotions by getting to know a book 

of the Bible well. Read it repeatedly, at least once in a single sitting. Find articles about it. 

Meditate on it with a commentary. Memorize portions of it. Pray through it. Google sermons 

about it. Find hymns based upon it. In the six weeks of Lent, you could develop a deep 

understanding of a book of the Bible about which you have always been curious. 

 

4. Serve people in need. Identify an organization with which you would like to 

participate. Sign up and get trained. Then volunteer to serve throughout the season of Lent. 

When Jesus washed his disciples' feet at the Last Supper, he taught that we are called not to 

be served, but to serve (John 13:1-17). 

 

5. Visit the lonely. Jesus also taught his disciples to treat others as we would treat him. 

This included visiting those who are sick and in prison (Matthew 25:31-36). Talk to a local 

nursing home about washing wheelchairs, or a children's hospital about visiting with parents 

of patients. Volunteer with a prison ministry, senior center, or any other place where people 

need some human contact. Play games, tell stories, look at photo albums, and enjoy those 

about whom Jesus said, "when you have done it for [them], you have done it for me." 

 

6. Read John Wesley's sermons about the Sermon on the Mount. 
   

7. Tell others you love them. Some of us struggle to say those three little words. 

Maybe we assume others already know how we feel. Maybe we think we show our love and 
don't need to say it. Or maybe we are concerned it won't be reciprocated. Fight the fear and 

say "I love you" to friends, family members, and everyone else you love at least once during 

the season. 

8. Throw a party for everyone (post-COVID-19!) Jesus often used the image of a 

party to describe the Kingdom of God.  He talked about wedding receptions and banquet 

feasts, and participated in several large group celebrations. Host your own Kingdom party by 

cooking for the neighborhood, or buying lunch for the entire office or your church. Feed 

everyone you can and give people an opportunity to be together.  
9. Serve in worship. Your church needs you. Sing in the choir, usher, serve as a reader, 

work with the tech team, help a young family with their baby, or find some other way to 

serve your church. Don't wait for someone to ask you to use your God-given gifts. Offer 

yourself in service to your church for the season. 

10. Say "thank you." Parents, family members, mentors, coaches, teachers, authors, 

pastors, Sunday school teachers, and others have shaped you into the person you are. Each 

week during Lent, send a note of gratitude to one of them. Tell them how much they meant 

to you and how they inspired you. Consider including a small gift. Even if you do not know 

that author or speaker personally, draft an email of thanks.  

 

There are many ways to be observant during Lent. Be original. Find yours.  

Bible Trivia 
 

The following section was obtained 

courtesy of: 

KJV 

Test Your Bible Knowledge 

Copyright 2018 by Wilson Casey 

Published by Good Books  

New York, NY 10018 

 

 

Quiz Questions:   

  

 

1) Is the book of Felix in the 

Old Testament, the New 
Testament, or neither?   

 

 

2)  Bernice was the companion 

of what ruler? 

 

King Agrippa, Shechem, John 

Hyrcanus, Pharaoh  

 
  
3) Who told Hagar, Sarai’s 

maid, to name her son 

Ismael?  

 

Sarai, Angel of the Lord, Abram, 

The Holy Ghost 
 

(Answers on page 10) 

courtesy of umc.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crpGYYn_pZE
https://www.umc.org/en/content/prison-gang-leader-finds-god
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Community News 

Prayer Chain 
Are you looking for a way to serve Bellpoint Community Church and our 
community? Prayer is a powerful way to make an important difference in 
someone’s life. The Prayer Chain is always looking for new members for 
this vital ministry, so please call the church office if you are interested.                    
If you hear of a concern or praise there are multiple ways to share the 
information with our Prayer Chain. Post to the online prayer wall at 
www.bellpointumc.com, contact Vicky Spellman/Brooke Williams, the 
church office managers, by phone at (740) 369-5956 or by e-mail at 
office@bellpointumc.com.  

 

The Peal  
If you do not have access to the internet, e-mail or simply prefer to have 
a hard copy mailed to you each month, please contact Vicky Spellman/
Brooke Williams, the church office managers at (740) 369-5956 or by e-
mail at office@bellpointumc.com. 

 

Just a Reminder... 
March 20 is the deadline for articles to be turned in for the April 2021 
issue. Please e-mail all articles, including any Bellpoint Community 
Church event/mission pictures to Avah Wirz at: peal@bellpointumc.com 

MCCI Team Leaders/Secretaries:  Please send any updates you wish to 
share with the congregation. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

 

    

    

                                         

 

 

Prayer Concerns: 
 

To submit a prayer request see the 

options under Community News, 

Prayer Chain to the right of this 

section. Nancy Burtch is providing 

weekly devotions to the prayer 

chain email. 

 

 

Please note:  Until the COVID-19 

restrictions have been lifted, paper 

prayer requests will not be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Quiz Questions located 

on page 9: 

 

1) Neither. (Felix was a Roman 

procurator of Judea.) 

 

2) King Agrippa (Acts 25:13; 

26:30). 

 

3) Angel of the Lord (Genesis 16: 

                   8-11). 

mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com
mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com

