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DECEMBER 2022  

It is often a challenge for many pastors 

to preach during the Christmas season. 

The story of Jesus’ birth is so familiar 

to most of us. The challenge for me is 

to share the familiar story from the 

pulpit each Sunday but to do it in a 

fresh way, bringing out new 

perspectives and new insights into one 

of the most important events in human 

history. (I say “one” because we must 

also consider its bookend – the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.)  As 

our co-founder Charles Wesley penned 

in “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” 

Jesus was “born that man no more may 

die.”  Forgiveness and everlasting life 

was achieved at the cross and on Easter 

Sunday. But, that couldn’t have 

happened had God the Son not 

become incarnate. 

So, this Advent I’d like to encourage 

you to come and worship and prepare 

your heart to welcome the Lord again 

to our world. We’ll be working through 

a series I’m calling “A Tale of Five 

Cities,” a take on Charles Dickens’ 

“Tale of Two Cities.”  We actually 

kicked things off on November 27th, 

which was the first day of Advent, by 

traveling to Nazareth and discovering 

what it had to say about the birth of 

our Savior. In the coming weeks we’ll 

be visiting Bethlehem, Jerusalem, 

Rome, and The New Jerusalem. 

On the day we get to Jerusalem we’ll 

have a special musical presentation that 

our Christmas ensemble has been 

preparing for. This will be on 

December 11th. On this day we will 

have only one combined service at 

10:30 AM. We will have one additional 

combined service on New Year’s Day. 

This will also be at 10:30 AM. (Sunday 

School be not be held this day.)  

On Christmas Eve we will have two 

services, one at 5:00 PM and the other 

at 7:00 PM. Our theme for the evening 

is “All Is Well.”  Don’t we all need to 

be assured that this true?  All is indeed 

– well!  Let me encourage you to invite 

your un-churched friends and 

neighbors to discover why we believe 

this, as most people today do not.  
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 As Christmas Day falls on Sunday this year and people will have just worshipped hours before, we 

will not have any services on Sunday, December 25th. Enjoy the day with family and friends. 

   Lastly, allow me to give you a quick update on where we are in exploring disaffiliation from The 

United Methodist Church and uniting with The Global Methodist Church. To date our congregation had 

completed all the necessary requirements to request a date to vote on disaffiliation. We asked for a time in 

early January before a number of our members travel down to Florida for the winter.  

 I was disappointed and exasperated to learn that our Capital Area North District is putting on a 

series of regional meetings concerning the disaffiliation process and that it’s requiring all congregations to 

attend. This is an unwelcomed “challenge” indeed. (Mind you, the 80 churches that disaffiliated from the 

UMC at the end of November were not required to attend any kind of regional meeting.)  Proverbially, 

the goalpost has been moved on us and no firm date has been given for these regional meetings, only that 

they will be sometime during the first quarter of 2023. I have been assured, however, that we will be 

granted permission to have a vote on disaffiliation in early March. Unfortunately, this narrows down the 

window for turning in our paperwork to the Conference, which is due May 1st. If our congregation 

decides to disaffiliate and the paperwork is in order, we will be on the docket for the June West Ohio 

Annual Conference to be granted disaffiliation.    

 Please continue to be in prayer that God would guide us in our decision making and smooth the 

waters we must navigate. As we get new information from our district and conference we will be sure to 

pass it along to you.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

       Your Servant in Christ,  

       Pastor Paul 

    

 

 

 

 

The Challenge of  Christmas 
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Committee News 

740-369-5956 

office@bellpointumc.com 

bellpointumc.com 

 

Pastor Paul McCullough 

pastor@bellpointumc.com 

 

Like us on Facebook!  

facebook.com/Bellpoint 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

December 8 

Christmas Caroling 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

December 14 

Sisters in Faith Cookie & 

Ornament Exchange   
6:30 p.m. 

 

December 15 

Breakthrough Prayer 

7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.  

 

December 25 

No Services 

 

January 1 

Combined Service 

10:30 a.m. 

                 Contact Us   

            Upcoming Events   

Worship Services 

Traditional Service - 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School - 9:35 - 10:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service - 10:30 a.m. 

 Sunday, December 11th - Combined Service at 10:30 a.m. 

 Sunday, December 25th - No Services 

 Sunday,  January 1st - Combined Service at 10:30 a.m. (no 

Sunday School) 

K-4th graders, come join us in Bible Adventures during second 

service, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 

Bellpoint Community Church Bible Study Groups (all 
groups meet at church unless otherwise stated) 

• Adult and Children/Youth Sunday School: 9:35 - 10:30 
a.m. 

• Teen Disciples: Sundays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. (see Children 
& Youth page for details) 

• Adult Bible Study: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. (weekly home 
rotation) 

• Men’s Bible Study: Meets every other Monday, 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. at the church. 

• Emerging Adults (high school seniors through early 30s): 
Meets once per month. Contact Kelly Solli at (740) 816-9383 
for date, time, and location.  

• Young Family: Small group study meets biweekly at the 

Kraicks’ home. Contact Holly Kraick at (317) 670-5725 for 

date, time, and location. 

• New in 2023: The Founders’ Speech to a Nation in 

Crisis by Steven Rabb: Please see page 7 for more 

information. 

https://www.bellpointumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
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Committee News December Birthdays 

Dec 3   Sandra Davis 

Dec 7   Bonnie Freshwater 

   Jason Haney 

Dec 11 Bryce Kuhn 

  Jackson Clark 

Dec 12  Sue Spessard 

Dec 17 Christine Webb 

Dec 19 Andy Drake 

Dec 20 Avah Wirz 

  Pete Finley 

  Mike Ritchie 

Dec 22 Nancy Burtch 

Dec 24 Terry Williams 
Dec 31 William Emlich 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

December 8 

Dorsey & Linda Gilliam 

63 years 
 

December 16 

Dominic & Kelly Solli 

5 years 

 

December 19 

Paul & Lori McCullough 

35 years 

 

December 20 

Todd & Becky Miller 

25 years 

Missions and Outreach 

The GIVING TREE is up in Fellowship Hall. Take a tag, write 

your name and what tag number(s) you choose on the sheet by 

the "tree". DEADLINE to return wrapped and tagged gifts is 

Sunday, December 11th. I understand this is a short amount of 

time so if you would like to participate by giving a special 

offering and have someone else do the shopping that is no 

problem. Please let the office or Susan Ritchie know of your plan 

soon (so I have time to shop). The gifts are for a Jonathan Alder 

family in need. The gift cards are for a wonderful group of low 

income older adults that volunteer through the Senior 

Companion program in Delaware County who volunteer to visit 

other older adults who can't get out or are isolated in other ways. 

These cards will help make their holidays a little easier. As always 

thank you all so much for supporting this giving 

opportunity!  Contact Susan Ritchie with any questions.  

Sisters In Faith 

The Sisters in Faith will be holding their annual Cookie & 

Ornament Exchange on Wednesday, December 14th at 6:30 p.m. 

at the church. All women are welcome, so please join us and 

invite your friends! Come for an evening of fun, fellowship, and a 

great selection of yummy treats for the holiday season. Bring a 

wrapped ornament and 2 dozen cookies for the exchange as well 

as a container to take cookies home with you.  
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Children & Youth  

Children’s Council 

 Calling all kiddos from K-4!  Join us for Bible Adventures during 
second service. We will join in the worship music at the start of 
service, 10:30, then head down to the Bible Adventures room 
located in the back hall of the church. Parents pick up is at the 
room after service.  

 We will not be holding a Children’s Council meeting in 
December. The next Children’s Council meeting will be 
Wednesday, January 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Make a Difference Day Delaware 

Thank you to all who participated in Make a Difference Day! 

 

 

NURSERY 

The nursery is open! 

 

To volunteer, please use the 

signup sheet next to the church 

office or contact the church office 

manager. 

TEEN DISCIPLES 
 

6 - 12th grades 

Meet Sundays at Church 

5:00 -  7:00 p.m. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

December 4: Teen Disciples 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 11: Christmas 

Party 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 18: Christmas 

Caroling, Time TBD 

 

December 25: No Meeting - 

Christmas 
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Community News 

 

New Prayer Request: 
  

 John Cordell – has leukemia and isn’t doing well (Rutherford) 

  

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 

 
 Cassie – recovering from a heart attack 

 Nancy Boyd – uterine cancer 

 Dawn – being treated for lung cancer and 

experiencing a lot of stress 

 Mary Ann Bair – recovering from 

shoulder replacement (Jaudzems) 

 Brian – has two masses in his abdomen 

 Shane Ross – dialysis (Kidd) 

 Local Family – fled an abusive situation, 

trying to establish a new home (Michael) 

 Gail Aumend – heart issues (Sayer) 

 Maryann – rare form of cancer in her 

collarbone and chest area, undergoing 

radiation which risks damage her lung and 

trachea (Watkins) 

 Mike Snider – has a mass on his brain as 

well as brain atrophy (Kidd) 

 Cathy – myeloma (Wirz) 

 Belinda Daugherty – health issues 

 Penny – breast cancer (Miller) 

 Jake Hetzer – serious kidney issues 

(McCullough) 

 

 

 

 Molly Gregg – needs a liver transplant 

(Lehman)  

**Be sure to check our Prayer Wall at 

bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall for new 

requests as well** 

 

https://www.bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall/
https://www.bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall/
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Community News 

The Founders’ Speech to a Nation in Crisis by 

Steven Rabb 

Are you interested in a better understanding of the founding 
principles of America as expressed in the words of the Founding 
Fathers, and what the Founders would say to America today?  I 
know I am! 

Steven Rabb presents the Founders in a relatable and relevant book 
for today’s audiences. Through the words of our Founding Fathers, 
he; 

• Shows with clarity the continuing relevance of America’s 
founding ideals for our nation today.  

• Gives depth to the conversations happening in America today 
about our founding ideals. 

• Conveys the Founders views on modern-day issues from 
religious liberty and the rule of law to freedom of speech and 
the continuing threat of tyranny. 

• Reminds readers of the God-given rights of man along with the 
virtues and duties required of those who seek to retain them. 

This book describes a current day reunion of American’s Founding 
Fathers at Independence Hall, woven into a seamless and powerful 
speech to America. 

I’ve received permission from Paster Paul to invite you to join me 
on Sunday mornings here at Bellpoint after the first service. If you 
are interested in joining me for a journey into this informative and 
inspiring book. please contact me. 

I’m hoping to start on January 8, 2023. 

 
Larry Hopper 

614-551-3832 

hopperxp@aol.com 

Thank You 

Bellpoint 

Dear Bellpoint Family, 

I and my family want to 
thank you all for your 
prayers, food, and support 
during the passing of our 
daughter. A special thank 
you to Pastor Paul and all 
the wonderful ladies that 
cleared their calendars to fix 
food and to deliver our 
funeral service. 

I have been gone for a year, 
but you would never know 
it. All of your support came 
flooding back as if I had 
never left. What a testimony 
you all are to my family and 
others. God is surely present 
in all of your lives and at 
Bellpoint. 

I love you all, you made a 
big impression on my 
grandchildren in the passing 
of their mother! 

Thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. 

The Fred & Susi Rinehart 
Family 
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Community News 

Worshipping in the New Sanctuary 

Thank you once again to everyone who contributed to refreshing our sanctuary. We are grateful to 

have such a beautiful and functional space to worship in! 

 

Barn Dance 

Thank you to Carol & Gary Davis for hosting a wonderful barn dance once again! Here are a few 

pictures from the evening. 
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Community News 

Christmas Caroling 

Please join us Thursday, December 8th, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Come spread the message of Christmas to our local community and give a 
personal invitation to join us for our Christmas events and services. Hot 
chocolate and donuts will be provided. 
Contact Margie West for more information.  

 

Prayer Chain 

Are you looking for a way to serve Bellpoint Community Church and our community? Prayer is a 
powerful way to make an important difference in someone’s life. The Prayer Chain is always looking 
for new members for this vital ministry, so please call the church office if you are interested.  

If you hear of a concern or praise there are multiple ways to share the information with our Prayer 
Chain: 

 Complete a paper prayer request located on the back of each chair. 

 Post to the online prayer wall at bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall. 

 Contact Brooke Williams, the church office manager, by phone at 740-369-5956 or by email at 
office@bellpointumc.com.  

 

The Peal 

If you do not have access to the internet or email, or simply prefer to have a hard copy mailed to you 
each month, please contact Brooke Williams, the church office manager at (740) 369-5956 or by 
email at office@bellpointumc.com. 

 

Just a Reminder... 

Please email all articles, pictures, and content for 
the January Peal to Rachel Kapraly at 
peal@bellpointumc.com by Wednesday, 
December 21. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

https://www.bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall/
mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com
mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com

