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JANUARY 2023 

As I mentioned in last month’s Peal, 

our congregation is in a holding pattern 

when it comes to our vote concerning 

disaffiliation.  We are waiting to hear 

from The Conference about an 

additional meeting we must attend 

before we are granted a date for our 

vote, which we hope will be in early 

March.  I understand there are some, 

who for various reasons, have 

reservations about leaving The UMC.  I 

do understand how hard this decision 

is.  My history with The UMC stretches 

over 50 years (This includes nearly 40 

years in ministry)!  I have made a 

considerable investment in The 

UMC.  I’ve dedicated my life to serve 

it.  I have a lot of wonderful memories 

of my time in the UMC.  So, it is a 

painful decision for me, one that I wish 

I didn’t have to make.  But I can look 

out on the horizon and be concerned 

about the direction to where my 

beloved church is marching.  The letter 

below was written by Rob Renfroe, a 

United Methodist clergyperson and the 

president of Good News Magazine: 

This editorial will be a bit different. It’s 

an invitation to play a game titled 

“Name that Bishop.” Bishops in The 

United Methodist Church play a critical 

role. They not only provide 

administrative oversight and vision for 

their episcopal areas, they are also 

charged in the Book of Discipline “to 

guard the faith, order, liturgy, doctrine, 

and discipline of the Church.”  

Before we begin our game, it’s worth 

noting that several of our best-known 

traditionalist bishops are retiring in 

2022. Scott Jones (Texas Annual 

Conference), Mark Webb (Upper New 

York Conference Annual Conference), 

and James Swanson (Mississippi 

Annual Conference) have announced 

they will retire this year.   

It’s also worth stating that the leaders 

of all the traditionalist renewal groups, 

including Good News, believe that 

after this year The United Methodist 

Church will never again elect a 

thoroughly orthodox bishop in the 

United States.  
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continued from page 1 

With the mass departure of traditional churches which has already begun, the votes simply will not be 

there in the future to elect bishops like Jones, Webb, and Swanson.  (Note: At this fall’s Jurisdictional 

Conference not one conservative/orthodox UM bishop was elected!)   

 So, back to our little game. I’ll give you the quote and you try to “name that bishop.” Some are 

newly retired, others still very active. All of them influential in the future of the Post-Separation UM 

Church and in guarding its doctrines. 

 Writing about Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15, this UM bishop stated 

that Jesus had to “come around” to see her as a genuine person and treat her as she deserved because he 

first judged her according to her gender and ethnicity. The bishop continued, “Like you and me, he 

(Jesus) didn’t have his life figured out. He was still growing, maturing, putting the pieces together about 

who he was and what he was supposed to do. We might think of him as the Rock of Ages, but he was 

more like a hunk of clay, forming and reforming himself in relation to God.” Then this bishop gives us a 

stern warning about Jesus: “too many people make an idol out of him.”  

 Who was this bishop who said Jesus was prejudiced, didn’t know who he was well into his 

ministry, and that he could be an idol, i.e., a false god? Karen Oliveto, bishop for the Mountain Sky Area. 

Now, can you name the bishop who admonished her for teaching that Jesus can be a false god? You can’t 

because none of those charged with guarding our doctrine condemned or corrected her heretical teaching 

about our Lord Jesus. 

Name the UM bishop who wrote the following about General Conference 2019:  

 “We prayed for openness to different points of view, unity, communion, gracious listening, holy 

conferencing, empathetic feelings, and generosity of spirt. It didn’t work. At some point I shifted my own 

prayers to, ‘Lord, please melt the hardened hearts and smite everyone who intends to vote against the 

One Church Plan.’” The One Church plan allowed every pastor to determine if he or she would marry 

gay couples and it permitted every annual conference to determine whether to ordain practicing gay 

persons. If you disagreed with that policy, this bishop believes you have a hardened heart. The difference, 

in his mind, is not that you hold to 2000 years of Christian teaching and to what the Bible very clearly 

seems to state. The problem is not simply a disagreement among good people. The problem is your bad 

heart, and this bishop prayed for God to smite people like you.  

  Who was this bishop? Will Willimon, one of our most read and most influential bishops for the 

past twenty years. Can you name the bishop who called on him to rethink how he framed this message or 

soften his thoughts about literally millions of good United Methodists who love Jesus, attend church, go 

on mission trips, and care for the poor in their communities? Of course, you can’t because none did. 

   

 

           continued on page 3 
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   Which bishop stated it wasn’t your heart but your head that needed fixing if you disagreed with 

liberalizing the church’s position on sexual ethics? After stating that persons with a traditional sexual ethic 

were guilty of homophobia, this bishop went on to state that traditionalists possess an “inability to 

incorporate the value of reason in their thinking.” You’re simply lacking mentally if you agree with the 

historic Christian Church and you disagree with him. Which bishop made this statement? Robert 

Hoshibata, the recently retired bishop of the Phoenix Area.  

  Can you name which bishop challenged him that our episcopal leaders really shouldn’t call our 

members mentally defective? No, you can’t, and you can’t because – well, you know why.  

 Can you name the bishop who demeaned an entire continent of faithful United Methodists? After 

what this bishop viewed as a disappointing General Conference, she wrote: “Delegates from Africa once 

again proclaimed that their anti-homosexual stand was what U.S. missionaries taught them. I sat there 

wondering when our African delegates will grow up. It has been 200 years since U.S. Methodist 

missionaries began their work of evangelization on the continent of Africa; long enough for African 

Methodists to do their own thinking about this concern and others.” Disagree with what this first-world 

bishop believes, and you are juvenile in your thinking. You need to grow up. The world has moved on 

past what you were taught, past what the Bible states. You need to get with it and believe what post-

modern western bishops and pastors believe. Who was this bishop? Minerva Carcaño, bishop over the 

California-Nevada Annual Conference.  

  Certainly, something that could be seen as colonialist or even racist would be condemned in a 

public statement by other bishops. Can you name just one who called upon Carcaño to retract her 

statement that was terribly unfair and hurtful to our African sisters and brothers? I’ll answer that for you. 

No, you can’t. 

  Which bishop was recently quoted in a newspaper article as saying, “And while I believe in our 

traditional, orthodox faith that’s rooted in the scriptures, I have also always believed that we have to adapt 

our doctrine and our scriptures to changing life circumstances that people have.” I mean if enough people 

are experiencing something or if circumstances today are different than they were when the Bible was 

written, that’s a pretty good reason to adapt our scriptures from what they originally stated and meant, 

right? We should keep up with the times and let human experience override what has been given to us in 

the Bible. I mean which would you trust – an old book written by people who don’t know nearly as much 

as we do or the ever-changing experiences and circumstances of fallen, sinful human beings?  

  Who made this statement? Ken Carter, the episcopal leader for the Florida and Western North 

Carolina Annual Conferences, and the president of the Council of Bishops from 2018-2020. And which 

bishop spoke out against – well, by now you know the next question and you know the answer.  
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 If you have been told that you can “#stayumc” and your traditional views will be respected, you 

need to hear what our bishops really believe about you and your beliefs. Not what they say when they’re 

trying to keep your church and your people and your money in the UM Church. But what they say when 

they are being honest. These bishops who are to provide vision for the church, guard our doctrines, and 

determine who your next pastor will be, they have told you what they think. Disagree with a liberalized 

sexual ethic and you have a bad heart, you possess a weak mind, and you need to grow up. If you believe 

Jesus was not a hunk of clay working out his bigotries and coming to grips with his own identity, you 

might be guilty of idolatry. And at least one UM bishop has been honest enough to state that he has 

prayed that God might smite people like you. And all the rest remained silent when these things were said. 

If you believe these bishops and others elected to replace retiring traditionalist bishops will never send a 

liberal pastor to your church to “help” you become “a real Methodist church,” you have much more faith 

than I do.  

 Welcome to the post-separation UM Church. If you have ears to hear, it’s not hard to perceive 

where it’s headed and just how welcome you and your traditional beliefs will be.  
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Committee News 

740-369-5956 

office@bellpointumc.com 

bellpointumc.com 

 

Pastor Paul McCullough 

pastor@bellpointumc.com 

 

Like us on Facebook!  

facebook.com/Bellpoint 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

January 1 

Combined Service 

10:30 a.m. 

 

January 18 

Children’s Council Meeting 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

January 19 

Breakthrough Prayer 

7:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Contact Us   

            Upcoming Events   

Worship Services 

 

Traditional Service - 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School - 9:35 - 10:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Service - 10:30 a.m. 

K-4th graders, come join us in Bible Adventures during second 

service, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

PLEASE NOTE: Sunday,  January 1st - Combined Service at 

10:30 a.m. (no Sunday School) 

 

Bellpoint Community Church Bible Study Groups (all 
groups meet at church unless otherwise stated) 

• Adult and Children/Youth Sunday School: 9:35 - 10:30 
a.m. 

• Teen Disciples: Sundays from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. (see Children 
& Youth page for details) 

• Adult Bible Study: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. (weekly home 
rotation) 

• Men’s Bible Study: Meets every other Monday, 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. at the church. 

• Emerging Adults (high school seniors through early 30s): 
Meets once per month. Contact Kelly Solli at (740) 816-9383 
for date, time, and location.  

• Young Family: Small group study meets biweekly at the 

Kraicks’ home. Contact Holly Kraick at (317) 670-5725 for 

date, time, and location. 

• New in 2023: The Founders’ Speech to a Nation in 

Crisis by Steven Rabb: Please see page 9 for more 

information. 

 

https://www.bellpointumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
https://www.facebook.com/Bellpoint
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Children’s Council 

 We are looking for volunteers to help with Bible Adventures and 
in the nursery on a regular scheduled basis.  Bible Adventures is 
during second service as well as the nursery.  Please see Susan 
Ritchie to sign up or for any questions.   

 Calling all kiddos from K-4!  Join us for Bible Adventures during 
second service.  We will join in the worship music at the start of 
service, 10:30, then head down to the Bible Adventures room 
located in the back hall of the church.  Parents pick up is at the 
room after service.  

 The next Children’s Council meeting will be Wednesday, January 
18th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Missions and Outreach 

 A HUGE thank you to everyone who donated towards the 
Giving Tree!  We helped a family and 10 older adult volunteers 
have a little easier Christmas this year.   

 

Teen Disciples 

 

6 - 12th grades 

Meet Sundays at Church 

5:00 -  7:00 p.m. 

 

January 1: No Meeting - New Year’s Day 

January 8: Teen Disciples 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

January 15: Tubing / Ice Skating 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

January 22: Teen Disciples 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

January 29: Teen Disciples - Potluck Dinner 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

Jan 3   Shayla Ellerbrock 

Jan 6   Hayden Tiller 

Jan 7   Ron Spessard 

Jan 8  Vicki Kidd 

Jan 9  Holly Jaudzems 

Jan 19  Jodeen Miller 

Jan 20  Elliott Kidd 

Jan 24  Angie Ellerbrock 

  Ryan West 

Jan 25  Emily Carpenter 

  Coleman Kraick 

Jan 27  Mia Maxim 

  Jordan Kelleher 

Jan 30  Gracie Willis 

Jan 31  Jody Kelleher 

 

NURSERY 

The nursery is open! 

 

To volunteer, please use the 

signup sheet next to the church 

office or contact the church office 

manager. 
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Community News 
 

New Prayer Requests: 
 James – 17-year-old with muscular dystrophy, having a trach 

put in after a bout with the flu that almost took his life (Kidd) 
 Denise & Family – her sister Wilma passed away on December 24th (Kidd) 
 Family of Jim Rinehart – Jim passed away after complications with esophageal cancer, his 

wife Steph and their 16-year-old son Garrett especially need prayers for comfort and 
peace (Sayer) 

 Jerry Knott – lung cancer has spread to his liver, brain and bone, they may do brain 
surgery this week, please pray for peace for Jerry and comfort for his family (Chris 
Webb’s Uncle) 

 Beth Savage – battling stage 4 pancreatic cancer at age 63, please pray for miraculous 
healing (Finley) 

  

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 

 
 Phyllis – recovering from hip surgery 

 Jennifer – her mom’s recovering from 

ovarian cancer surgery (Miller) 

 John Cordell – has leukemia and isn’t 

doing well (Rutherford) 

 Cassie – recovering from a heart attack 

 Nancy Boyd – uterine cancer 

 Dawn – lung cancer 

 Brian – has two masses in his abdomen 

 Shane Ross – dialysis (Kidd) 

 Gail Aumend – heart issues (Sayer) 

 Maryann – rare form of cancer in her 

collarbone and chest area, undergoing 

radiation which risks damage her lung and 

trachea (Watkins) 

 Mike Snider – has a mass on his brain as 

well as brain atrophy (Kidd) 

 Cathy – myeloma (Wirz) 

 Belinda Daugherty – health issues 

 Penny – breast cancer (Miller) 

 

 

 

 Jake Hetzer – serious kidney issues 

(McCullough) 

 Molly Gregg – needs a liver transplant 

(Lehman) 

 

Prayer Chain 

Are you looking for a way to serve Bellpoint 
Community Church and our community? 
Prayer is a powerful way to make an 
important difference in someone’s life. The 
Prayer Chain is always looking for new 
members for this vital ministry, so please call 
the church office if you are interested.  

If you hear of a concern or praise there are 
multiple ways to share the information with 
our Prayer Chain: 

 Complete a paper prayer request located 
on the back of each chair. 

 Post to the online prayer wall at 
bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall. 

 Contact Brooke Williams, the church 
office manager, by phone at 740-369-5956 

https://www.bellpointumc.com/prayer-wall/
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Community News 

Christmas at Bellpoint 

While the weather may have canceled our Christmas Eve Services, we still held many events through 

Advent leading up to Christmas!  

December 8 - 

Caroling in 

Bellpoint 

December 11 - 

Christmas 

Cantata 

December 14 - 

Sisters in Faith 

Cookie & 

Ornament 

Exchange 
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Community News 

The Founders’ Speech to a Nation in Crisis by Steven Rabb 

Are you interested in a better understanding of the founding principles of America as expressed in 
the words of the Founding Fathers, and what the Founders would say to America today?  I know I 
am! 

Steven Rabb presents the Founders in a relatable and relevant book for today’s audiences.  Through 
the words of our Founding Fathers, he; 

• Shows with clarity the continuing relevance of America’s founding ideals for our nation today.  

• Gives depth to the conversations happening in America today about our founding ideals. 

• Conveys the Founders views on modern-day issues from religious liberty and the rule of law to 
freedom of speech and the continuing threat of tyranny. 

• Reminds readers of the God-given rights of man along with the virtues and duties required of 
those who seek to retain them. 

This book describes a current day reunion of American’s Founding Fathers at Independence Hall, 
woven into a seamless and powerful speech to America. 

I’ve received permission from Paster Paul to invite you to join me on Sunday mornings here at 
Bellpoint after the first service. If you are interested in joining me for a journey into this informative 
and inspiring book. please contact me. 

I’m hoping to start on January 8, 2023. 

 
Larry Hopper | 614-551-3832 | hopperxp@aol.com 

 

The Peal 

If you do not have access to the internet or email, or simply prefer to have a hard copy mailed to you 
each month, please contact Brooke Williams, the church office manager at (740) 369-5956 or by 
email at office@bellpointumc.com. 

 

Just a Reminder... 

Please email all articles, pictures, and content for the January Peal to Rachel Kapraly at 
peal@bellpointumc.com by Wednesday, January 21. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

mailto:bellpointumc@yahoo.com

